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The Brief

01Romania’s governing coalition collapses as USR quits partnership with PSD, triggering political instability.
020PECH+ increases oil output as Hormuz exports recover, pushing prices down despite supply concerns.
03Amazon shuts Mechanical Turk to new customers, signaling a shift away from human labor in Al development.
04EasyJet agrees to £5.2 billion takeover by US firm Castlelake, reshaping European airline landscape.

05Japan bankruptcies hit record high due to plunging yen, squeezing small firms despite exporter gains.

Finance

OPEC+ Increases Oil Output as Hormuz Exports Recover

OPEC+ has agreed to further increase output targets from August, adding to global supply as oil prices fall following the
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz. Core members including Saudi Arabia and Russia hiked quotas by nearly 800,000
barrels per day since April, aiming to stabilize prices around $72 per barrel.

ZeroHedge

Japan Bankruptcies Hit Record High Due to Plunging Yen

The Japanese yen has fallen to a 40-year low, driving bankruptcies among smaller firms to an all-time high with 45
companies failing in the first half of the year due to currency issues. While large exporters benefit, import costs have


https://www.zerohedge.com/energy/opec-approves-another-oil-output-increase-hormuz-exports-start-recover

squeezed profit margins for businesses unable to pass on higher costs.

ZeroHedge

Wage Growth Peaks as Inflation Indicator Flattens

Wage growth peaked four years ago and has been steadily declining, leading to decreased inflation expectations and a
flattening relationship between wages and CPI. Analysts argue wage growth is now a more reliable indicator of future
inflation than CPI, suggesting a slowdown in inflationary pressures.

ZeroHedge

Food Retailers Face Headwinds from SNAP Benefit Cuts

Average benefits per SNAP participant have declined sharply under efforts to reduce fraud, with enroliment falling to 37
million people. Major retailers like Walmart and Kroger face potential headwinds as cost shifts could lead to further
benefit tightening at the state level.

ZeroHedge

General

EasyJet Agrees to £5.2 Billion Takeover Deal

EasydJet has reached an agreement in principle with US investment firm Castlelake on a potential takeover offer worth
around £5.2 billion. The deal requires regulatory clearances but marks a significant shift for one of Europe's largest
airlines.

BBC News

Benedict's Law Mandates Allergy Training in Schools

England is introducing 'Benedict's Law' requiring schools to implement measures to keep children with allergies safe,
including emergency response plans and medication stockpiles. The regulations become statutory duties by 2027
following the death of a student due to an allergic reaction.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgjxx7ngz51o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss

BBC News

Farage Ally Involved in Money Laundering Scandal

Nigel Farage's close friend Richard Cottrell was involved in a high-profile money laundering scandal, having agreed to
launder money for undercover agents in an FBI sting operation. Cottrell served eight months after a plea deal, raising
questions about his association with Farage.

BBC News

EU Border Checks May Cost Travelers Extra Fees

Airlines are not obligated to provide free rebooking due to Extended Entitlement Services queues, leaving passengers
responsible for costs if they miss flights. Travelers are advised to review insurance policies as most do not cover delays
caused by immigration or border procedures.

BBC News

Romania

Romania Coalition Collapses as USR Quits PSD Partnership

The coalition between the USR and PSD parties has ended as trust to govern together was lost, with USR Minister Oana
Toiu stating they will not accept an alliance again. The crisis highlights differences in platforms, with USR advocating for
structural reforms and PSD aiming to halt them.

Antena 3

Related Hungarian PM Magyar Launches Plan to Dismantle Orban Regime

Bitdefender Revenue Nears $500 Million Ahead of IPO

Cybersecurity firm Bitdefender experienced 11% revenue growth to $480 million in 2025, with plans to list on the stock
market by December 2028. The company holds $363 million in cash and remains a major market player with significant
operations in Romania.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c79yj0g77n2o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
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Ziarul Financiar

Romania and Ukraine Draft Protocol to Prevent Drone Incidents

Romania and Ukraine are discussing a protocol to prevent incidents like the explosion of a drone in Port Constanta,
requiring Ukrainian authorities to inform Romanian counterparts if they lose control of drones. The agreement aims to
reduce security risks and improve communication between the two countries.

HotNews.ro

Related Israeli Army Issues Warning to Hezbollah Amid Ceasefire Tensions

Hungarian PM Magyar Launches Plan to Dismantle Orban Regime

Hungarian Prime Minister Peter Magyar proposed a 12-point plan to amend the constitution, aiming to eliminate the
influence of Viktor Orban's regime including limiting parliamentary terms. The reforms aim to reduce Orban's power and
promote democracy, though passage remains uncertain.

Antena 3

Related Romania Coalition Collapses as USR Quits PSD Partnership

Israeli Army Issues Warning to Hezbollah Amid Ceasefire Tensions

Israeli forces announced a decisive operation against Hezbollah in Lebanon following a visit by General Eyal Zamir,
warning the group must comply with commitments under a recent agreement. The military is prepared to launch rapid
offensive operations if the ceasefire is breached.

HotNews.ro

Related Romania and Ukraine Draft Protocol to Prevent Drone Incidents

Technology
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Amazon Stops Accepting New Customers for Mechanical Turk

Amazon's Mechanical Turk crowdsourcing service will close to new customers on July 30, 2026, with no plans for new
features despite existing customers continuing use. The decision may signal a shift away from relying on human labor in
Al development towards more automated processes.

TechCrunch

Related Al-Written Story Controversy Ends with Prize Win

Ransomware Suspect Arrested Using Windows 11 Identifier

The US Department of Justice and FBI arrested 19-year-old Peter Stokes, accused of being part of the 'Scattered Spider'
cybercrime syndicate, using Microsoft Global Device Identifier data. Stokes was caught at Helsinki airport and extradited
to the US to face charges for conspiracy and cyber intrusion.

Slashdot

Al-Written Story Controversy Ends with Prize Win

The Commonwealth short story prize was awarded to writer Nazir despite initial flags by Al-detection software, with a
review finding no evidence of Al use. The win highlights limitations in Al-detection tools and affirms the value of the
human voice in literature.

Slashdot

Related Amazon Stops Accepting New Customers for Mechanical Turk

Chemical Safety Rules Weakened Despite Accident Risks

The EPA proposed weakening regulations on industrial chemical releases known as Risk Management Plans, despite
data showing significant declines in accidental releases since 2014. Critics dispute the move, noting chemical accidents
continue to occur weekly while federal response shrinks.

Ars Technica


https://techcrunch.com/2026/07/05/amazon-will-stop-accepting-new-customers-for-mechanical-turk/
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