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The Brief

01Google Gemini and OpenAl ChatGPT have both surpassed one billion monthly active users, marking a historic
milestone in artificial intelligence adoption.

02Security researchers discovered critical flaws in Zoom's screen-sharing feature that could allow attackers to take
over devices without any user interaction.

03Regional tensions escalated as Ukraine accused Russia of using North Korean missiles and Romanian forces
neutralized drones near critical Black Sea energy infrastructure.

04An unreleased Anthropic Al model achieved breakthrough progress on the Riemann hypothesis by coordinating
dozens of subagents to test hundreds of mathematical ideas.

05US household debt balances fell in the second quarter for the first time since 2020 despite a record surge in
subprime car loan originations.

Finance

Solid 3Y Auction Stops Through Ahead Of Tomorrow's CPI Report

The US Treasury sold its first refunding auction for 2024, which came in strong with above-par metrics. The auction
priced at a high yield of 4.291%, surpassing previous highs since February 2025 and beating expectations despite
inflation concerns. The bid to cover rose significantly, exceeding the six-auction average of 2.606 and leaving dealers
holding just 11.7% of the market share. Key players involved include the US Treasury and market participants, including
Dealers, Indirects, and Directs. The successful auction has alleviated concerns about tomorrow's CPI report, which is
expected to be tame. This positive development suggests that investors are confident in the Federal Reserve's ability to
manage inflation. The outcome matters for the bond market, as it signals a strong market sentiment, reducing worries



about potential interest rate hikes. The successful auction bodes well for the upcoming CPI report and its impact on
monetary policy. Overall, the result is seen as a positive sign for economic stability and market confidence. Investors are
now watching closely to see if the CPI data aligns with the bond market's optimism. Any deviation could trigger volatility in
Treasury yields across the curve. The strong demand indicates that institutional investors are willing to lock in current
rates. This reduces the risk of a failed auction which could spook markets. Market analysts are revising their forecasts for
the remainder of the year. This sets a constructive tone for the week ahead.

ZeroHedge

Despite Record Surge In Subprime Car Loan Originations, US Household Debt
Dropped In Q2: First Since COVID

The aggregate household debt balances declined by $13 billion in the second quarter, marking the first quarterly decline
since 2020. This drop occurred despite a surge in risk assets and subprime car loan originations. The US economy
experienced a significant drop in household debt, with mortgage debt falling to $13.12 trillion. Delinquency rates
decreased to 0.99%, signaling some stability in the housing market. However, non-housing debt balances rose by 0.9%
and credit card balances increased by $21 billion. This decline is attributed to a temporary gap in reporting of mortgages
on credit reports due to a transfer of servicing. The rise in non-housing debt and credit card balances suggests that
consumers have a significant amount of available credit. This leads to concerns about delinquency rates and consumer
financial stability in the near future. Key people and organisations involved include Joelle Scally, Economic Policy Advisor
at the New York Fed. The Federal Reserve and various credit reporting agencies are monitoring the situation closely. The
decline in household debt balances is a significant event that highlights the resilience of US consumers. Consumers are
managing to reduce debt despite economic uncertainty and high interest rates. However, the rise in non-housing debt
raises concerns about delinquency rates. Credit card balances increasing suggests consumers are relying on revolving
credit. This trend could impact future spending power and economic growth.

ZeroHedge

OpenAl Leadership Exodus Accelerates as Weil and Lightcap Depart for New
Ventures

Former OpenAl executive Kevin Weil is seeking a valuation of at least $750 million for his new Al science startup. The
startup aims to raise $150 million and has not yet finalized its details. Weil's move marks the latest example of Al pushing
into science, as more former OpenAl and Google executives are launching startups. His departure comes as the
company is experiencing leadership turnover, including that of longtime COO Brad Lightcap. Lightcap served as both
CFO and COO for eight years and led a special projects team before leaving. He plans to continue helping advance
OpenAl's mission from a different vantage point, but offered no further details. Other recent departures include Johannes
Heidecke, Chloé Bakalar, and Joshua Achiam. Lightcap's exit is notable given OpenAl's focus on an initial public offering
and its efforts to expand enterprise software sales. The new startups reflect a growing trend towards using artificial
intelligence to automate scientific processes. This trend matters because it has the potential to accelerate scientific
discovery and improve our understanding of the world. The move may indicate a shift in the company's leadership
structure or priorities. As one of the longest-serving executives at OpenAl, Lightcap's departure is significant. His
transition will likely impact the company's organizational dynamics and future plans. Weil previously oversaw Prism, a
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workspace designed to bring frontier models into scientists' workflows. The exodus highlights the competitive landscape
for Al talent and capital.

Business Insider Business Insider

Oil Markets Face Supply Dynamics Shift as China Buys Iranian Crude and
Hormuz Traffic Dips

China's independent refiners are expected to increase their purchases of Iranian crude oil this month due to declining
stockpiles. Stockpiles in Shandong province have dropped to their lowest level in eight months. The independent Chinese
refiners, also known as teapots, have been conserving their reserves amid the ongoing Middle East conflict. Meanwhile,
vessel traffic at the Strait of Hormuz has declined to its lowest level in over two months. Only six commodity vessels
transited the area last week, according to recent data. Francisco Blanch, head of commodities research at Bank of
America, warned that traffic needs to recover to stabilize energy markets. The recent decline in traffic is due to intensified
security concerns and threats from Iran-aligned Houthis. China's strategic reserve is estimated to hold over 1.3 billion
barrels of crude oil, giving it a significant supply cushion. Despite this, Chinese crude oil imports rebounded in July from a
decade-low. This increase has helped keep global oil prices under control despite geopolitical tensions. However,
analysts warn that China's return to international markets will eventually happen, which could affect oil prices. The
independent refiners are expected to take advantage of the low Iranian oil prices as it exits the Strait of Hormuz. Total
Chinese crude oil imports have averaged around 8.45 million barrels per day in July. This increase has been driven by
China's efforts to diversify its oil supply sources. The development could be seen as a positive sign for the global energy
market but also a potential threat to oil bears.

ZeroHedge ZeroHedge

DoorDash is set to become a Nevada-incorporated company.

DoorDash is set to reincorporate in Nevada after shareholders agreed to end its incorporation in Delaware. The decision
was made with the written consent of cofounders Tony Xu, Andy Fang, and Stanley Tang. These founders control 54.2%
of the company's voting power. DoorDash cited concerns about Delaware's legal system, citing a litigious environment
and high-profile litigation outcomes. In contrast, Nevada was seen as offering a more predictable and business-friendly
environment. This move is part of a trend of companies leaving Delaware to reincorporate elsewhere. SpaceX under Elon
Musk made a similar move in 2024. DoorDash's board had unanimously recommended the move, citing benefits for its
corporate strategy. The company believes that Nevada's laws will provide a more favorable environment for its
operations. Other states like Nevada are emerging as alternatives to Delaware. Delaware has long been the top state for
companies looking to incorporate. This decision marks another shift in the location of major companies' incorporation.
The change aims to reduce legal risks for controlling stockholders. Investors have reacted positively to the news of the
reincorporation. This sets a precedent for other tech giants considering similar moves.

Business Insider
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Also in Finance

Here's the severance package TikTok offered to laid-off workers in its Nashville office, which is shutting down

Miami is more expensive than New York. It's a bad sign for the city's economy.

Tesla built a Starlink internet dish into its Cybercab robotaxi

Claude's watermarking poses the question: Are you willing to proudly own that you write with Al?

Trump's student-loan repayment overhaul faces a new lawsuit from the biggest public service and healthcare
unions

Oracle has drawn up plans for a new round of layoffs this month, sources say

Bumble is losing its Bumble-ness

Cava’s sales surge as diners swap lettuce for grain bowls and pitas amid food-safety scare

Jeff Dean's hour-by-hour breakdown of his Google exit: an 'emotional’ video chat, Yoga at 7, and 'unemployed' at
11:59

Woman Who Defrauded USAID-Funded Nonprofit Avoids Prison, Settles Civil Claims For $160,000
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Google's Gemini and OpenAl's ChatGPT Both Surpass 1 Billion Users

Google's Gemini Al chatbot has officially reached a milestone of 1 billion monthly active users, marking it as the
company's fastest-growing product ever. CEO Sundar Pichai announced the achievement publicly, noting that it
surpasses the adoption speed of previous Google products. This feat comes just weeks after OpenAl confirmed that
ChatGPT also crossed the 1 billion user mark, though OpenAl specified weekly active users for their metric. The rapid
growth highlights the intensifying competition between tech giants in the artificial intelligence sector. Gemini's success is
partly attributed to its deep integration across Google's ecosystem, including Search, Workspace, and Android devices.
In contrast, ChatGPT's growth has seen a slowdown compared to its initial explosive launch period. Google reports that
over 100 million active users are on iOS, while the app generates over 150 million images daily. Voice input is also
gaining traction, with 63% of active users utilizing voice features according to Google VP Josh Woodward. Meanwhile,
OpenAl has remained somewhat quieter about their specific milestones until recently. Both companies are now shifting
focus from user acquisition to retention and monetization strategies. The 1 billion user mark serves as a validation of the
consumer appetite for Al assistants. However, analysts suggest that engaging content will be key to maintaining these
numbers long-term. This parity in user base size indicates that the Al race has entered a new phase of maturity. Investors
will be watching closely to see how these platforms convert usage into revenue. Ultimately, the widespread adoption
suggests Al is becoming a standard utility for billions of people.

Ars Technica TechCrunch. The Verge

Critical Zoom Vulnerability Allows Device Takeover Via Screen Sharing

Security researchers from A Security have discovered critical vulnerabilities in Zoom that could allow attackers to take
over devices during a call. The flaws were identified within the platform's screen-sharing functionality and require no
interaction from the victim to exploit. Remarkably, the team used publicly available Al models to uncover the
vulnerabilities in less than 20 prompts. Omer Gull, cofounder of A Security, emphasized that the democratization of Al
hacking tools poses a significant threat to the industry. The vulnerabilities allow an attacker to gain control without any
visible indication to the user. This discovery underscores the fragility of trust in widely used video conferencing platforms.
Organizations are now urged to update their software immediately to patch these security gaps. The ease with which
these bugs were found suggests that similar vulnerabilities may exist in other software. Al-powered hacking tools are
becoming accessible to anyone with internet access. This shift could lead to an increase in automated cyberattacks
targeting remote workers. Zoom has not yet released a detailed public statement regarding the specific timeline for a fix.
The incident highlights the need for rigorous security auditing in an era of Al assistance. Users should remain cautious
about joining calls from untrusted sources. The potential for device takeover represents a severe privacy and security
risk. This event serves as a wake-up call for software developers to prioritize security infrastructure.

Slashdot

Spotify to Label Al-Generated Artists and Limit Recommendations

Spotify has announced a new policy to label Al-generated artists with Al Persona profile tags on its platform. This move
aims to distinguish between human musicians and those whose content was created using artificial intelligence. Starting
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in mid-September, users will see these badges on profiles and in search results to ensure transparency. The company
will also exclude Al-generated music from editorial and algorithmic recommendations by default. Only users who actively
choose to follow an Al Persona will hear their music in their feeds. Spotify introduced new guidelines for reviewing artist
profiles to identify Al-generated identities accurately. Artists who believe their profile has been incorrectly labeled will
have the ability to appeal the decision. This initiative addresses growing concerns about Al-generated art flooding
streaming services. Some users have expressed frustration over the difficulty of distinguishing real artists from bots. The
policy seeks to balance innovation with quality control within the music industry. Spotify emphasizes that its goal is to
support authentic artists building careers in music. The change comes as generative Al tools become more capable of
producing convincing audio. Competitors may follow suit as the debate over Al content intensifies. This labeling system
could set a precedent for other media platforms handling synthetic content. Ultimately, Spotify aims to maintain the
integrity of its recommendation algorithms.

TechCrunch Slashdot

Anthropic Al Model Makes Breakthrough Progress on Riemann Hypothesis

An unreleased Al model from Anthropic has made significant progress on the Riemann hypothesis, one of mathematics
most famous unsolved problems. The model was able to test 650 different ideas and coordinate with 60 subagents to
achieve this breakthrough. This development marks a major milestone in the application of large language models to
complex mathematical reasoning. The progress was confirmed by Anthropic's in-house mathematicians and formalized
using the open source proof assistant Lean. While the hypothesis remains unclaimed, the model successfully increased
the lower bound of solutions. The experiment involved an untrained staff member prompting the model to attempt the
problem over 1.5 days. This discovery has sparked debate within the mathematical community about the role of Al in
research. Some mathematicians worry that Al could undermine traditional notions of authorship and responsibility. Others
argue that Al enables new discoveries and approaches that were previously impossible. The success follows recent
breakthroughs where Al solved several Erdos problems. Anthropic's approach utilized a multi-agent system to coordinate
complex reasoning tasks. This capability suggests that Al models are becoming viable partners in scientific discovery.
The mathematical field is now grappling with how to integrate these tools into peer review. It remains to be seen if this
progress will lead to a full solution soon. Nevertheless, the achievement demonstrates the expanding frontier of Al
capabilities.

TechCrunch

Trump Nominee Set to Give Republicans Supermajority on FCC

President Trump is set to nominate Republican Danielle Thumann Severs to the Federal Communications Commission.
This nomination would give Republicans a 3-1 advantage on the commission, breaking a historical norm. Traditionally,
presidents maintain only a one-vote majority on the five-member body. Severs, a lawyer and senior counsel to current
FCC Chairman Brendan Carr, must be confirmed by the Senate. Trump is deviating from tradition by nominating only
Republicans while leaving a Democratic seat empty. This move could potentially lead to a 3-0 advantage if the remaining
Democrat is removed. Legal experts warn that a supermajority could put FCC decisions at risk of being blocked in court.
A law prohibits any single party from holding a FCC supermaijority, which could invalidate future rulings. The FCC has
recently played a leading role in attacks on news broadcasters under the current administration. Severs is expected to
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support Carr's policies regarding media regulation. This shift in balance of power could significantly affect the
commission's ability to regulate the industry. Critics argue that this move politicizes the independent agency beyond
acceptable limits. The Senate confirmation process will be closely watched by telecommunications stakeholders. If
confirmed, Severs will influence key decisions on spectrum and broadcasting licenses. The situation highlights the
ongoing tension between political appointments and regulatory independence.

Ars Technica

Also in Technology

General Catalyst leads $1.1B round into 2-month-old River Al

OpenAl launches ChatGPT desktop app for Linux

Brad Lightcap, OpenAl’s longtime COQ, is leaving to ‘start something new’

Meta can't stop states' $1.4 trillion lawsuit from going to trial

Chrome adopts what may be the best protection yet against account takeovers

The Roboguard Revolution Is Short-Circuiting

Hundreds Of Drone-as-First-Responder Programs Could Soon Be Launched Across The Country

LTX-2.5 can generate a 10-second Al video from an image in just 6.8 seconds on Nvidia superchips — and it's
open weights

Bluesky’s active user base is shrinking as its focus expands beyond the app
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FBI says cybercriminals are hacking into victims’ online accounts to steal their intimate pictures

Romania

Energy Security Risks Mount as Gas Storage Lags and River Levels Drop

Romania faces significant energy security challenges as gas storage facilities remain below last year's levels. European
gas stockpiles are currently only 59% full, down from 72% during the same period last year. Romania's storage facilities
are holding 63% of capacity compared to 74% previously. Delayed purchases caused by the impact of the Middle East
conflict on prices have contributed to this shortage. The closure of the Strait of Hormuz by Iran has made gas scarce and
expensive. Low river levels are also putting pressure on energy production in Southeast Europe. The European
Commission states that electricity supply will not be threatened in the short term. Coordination with neighboring countries
has allowed for energy transfer to areas where it is most needed. Solar energy production has contributed to reducing
prices during peak hours. However, experts emphasize that developing energy storage capabilities remains essential.
Surplus energy produced during solar peaks must be usable during evening consumption peaks. The shortage poses
risks for supply and price stability as winter approaches. Demand is expected to increase with warmer weather, further
exacerbating the shortage. Maintaining stable prices is essential for the European economy. The Ministry of Energy has
appealed for reduced consumption again. Inflation is expected to decrease significantly in the coming months. A
predicted drop from 10.4% in June to 8% in July is anticipated. These decreases could indicate a stabilizing economy
despite recent challenges. High energy prices remain a key factor in consumer spending declines. The government
continues to monitor the direction of the country's economic recovery.

Ziarul Financiar Antena 3 Ziarul Financiar

Related Salary Law Negotiations Reach Deadlock at Cotroceni

Russian Gerbera Drones Destroyed Near Neptun Deep Platform

Two Russian Gerbera drones were destroyed in the Black Sea near the Neptun Deep platform. The incident occurred on
Tuesday afternoon in the exclusive economic zone off the coast of Constanta. Romanian military personnel neutralized
the drones through a controlled explosion. The drones were carrying possible explosive material when they were
intercepted. Sailors from the Coast Guard and Explosive Ordnance Disposal experts were involved in the operation.
Romania's Minister of National Defence stated that the drones had drifted before crashing. Gerbera drones are similar to
Shahed models and are often used as decoys. The presence of these unmanned aerial vehicles highlights potential
threats from Russia. The Romanian military demonstrated its ability to respond quickly to such incidents. This event
underscores Romania's military capabilities in protecting its offshore assets. The Neptun Deep area is a strategic location
for energy exploration. Security measures remain high following the discovery of the drifting drones. No damage was
reported to the platform during the incident. The Ministry of National Defence confirmed the successful neutralization
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operation. This incident matters because it highlights regional security tensions. It shows the vulnerability of critical
infrastructure to aerial threats. The US was not mentioned in the summary of the event. The operation was completed
without escalation into a broader conflict. Monitoring of the exclusive economic zone continues to ensure safety.

Biziday

Related Russia Escalates Pressure on Moldova and Claims Transnistria

Russia Escalates Pressure on Moldova and Claims Transnistria

Russia has increased tensions with Moldova over the breakaway region of Transnistria. A Russian deputy foreign
minister declared the region as territory of the Russian Federation. Mihail Galuzin made the statement in an interview
with the TASS news agency. He warned that any conflict would be viewed as an attack on the Russian state. Galuzin
accused Moldova of aligning itself closer to Ukraine and NATO. He claimed that nearly 220,000 people on the left bank
are considered Russian citizens. The Russian Embassy in Chisinau also issued a warning to the Moldovan government.
They accused Moldovan authorities of using an explosion in Crocmaz as a pretext. The incident involved a drone
explosion that caused damage over 800 meters. Moldova re-assigned its ambassador to Moscow for consultations
following the event. Russia denies planning a confrontation and calls for constructive dialogue. The situation highlights
complex security dynamics in the region. Tensions are closely watched due to proximity to the war in Ukraine. Any
potential attack on Transnistria is viewed as a direct threat to Russia. This matters because it has significant implications
for regional stability. Historical and strategic rivalries limit bilateral relations between the countries. The Kremlin's stance
suggests a hardening position against Moldovan sovereignty. International observers are monitoring the situation for
further escalation. Diplomatic channels remain open despite the heated rhetoric.

Antena 3 HotNews.ro

Related Russian Gerbera Drones Destroyed Near Neptun Deep Platform

Hungary Elects New President Amid Political Upheaval

Andras Baka has been elected as the new President of Hungary by the Parliament. Baka is a former Supreme Court
chief and an opponent of Viktor Orban. He was chosen by the Tisza party which is currently in power. The election
followed a secret ballot with 140 votes for and 6 against. This change marks a shift in power following constitutional
amendments. Peter Magyar leads the new majority parliament and promoted these changes. Magyar aimed to remove
individuals associated with former Prime Minister Orban. The previous president's term ended on July 20th. Agnes
Forsthoffer temporarily exercised presidential powers during the transition. Hungary's presidency is largely ceremonial
with power held by the Government. Meanwhile the Hungarian government filed a complaint against Viktor Orban. They
allege over 10.7 million euros from public funds were spent on social media. The complaint targets Orban's
communications company and contracts with Triton Communications. Irregularities were found in deals awarded without
public tender. The government claims prices were three times higher than international standards. Fidesz responded by
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calling the complaint a political attack. An anti-corruption authority requested investigations into EU fund misuse. This
investigation follows Magyar's initiative to probe corruption. The situation reflects deepening political divides within
Hungary. Regional stability may be affected by these internal political shifts.

Antena 3 Antena 3

Salary Law Negotiations Reach Deadlock at Cotroceni

Negotiations between the government and trade unions have reached a stalemate. Talks lasted over three hours at the
Palatul Cotroceni on Tuesday afternoon. No decision was taken on the law regarding salary adjustments. Minister of
European Projects Dragos Pislaru stated that no agreement was reached. He presented progress made in past weeks
with the latest version of the law. Leaders of PSD, PNL, USR and UDMR did not reach a consensus. The government
aims to adopt and promulgate the law by August 31. This deadline coincides with the PNRR expiration date. A potential
770 million euro allocation from the EU is at risk. President Nicusor Dan was involved in the consultations. Ministers Sorin
Grindeanu and llie Bolojan attended the meeting. Dominic Fritz and Kelemen Hunor were also present at the talks. The
matter matters because it affects public sector wages significantly. Inflation is expected to decrease significantly in the
coming months. A predicted drop from 10.4% in June to 8% in July is anticipated. These economic indicators influence
the negotiation landscape. The data on economic growth in the second quarter will be crucial. Understanding the
direction of the country's economic recovery is vital. High energy prices remain a key factor in consumer spending
declines. The government continues to monitor the direction of the country's economic recovery. Stabilizing the economy
remains a priority for the administration.

Biziday
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Also in Romania

O masina a intrat intr-un grup de oameni, la Brasov. Sunt doi morti

Centrala de la Cernavoda a initiat procedurile tehnice premergatoare opririi controlate si a Unitatii 2 (oprirea
completd). Ministerul Energiei informeaza ca oprirea este asteptata in cursul acestei saptamani. Grupul energetic
Rovinari 4 al Complexului Energetic Oltenia va fi repornit. Ministerul face din nou apel pentru reducerea consumului.

Cutremur in Romania, marti seara. A fost cel mai puternic din ultimele luni


https://www.antena3.ro/externe/a-fost-ales-noul-presedinte-al-ungariei-cine-este-andras-baka-799079.html
https://www.antena3.ro/externe/guvernul-peter-magyar-a-sesizat-procurorii-pentru-campania-lui-viktor-orban-pe-retelele-sociale-10-7-milioane-de-euro-din-bani-publici-799086.html
https://www.biziday.ro/365824-2/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=365824-2
https://www.antena3.ro/videos-antena3-cnn/o-masina-a-intrat-intr-un-grup-de-oameni-la-brasov-sunt-doi-morti-799120.html
https://www.biziday.ro/365720-2/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=365720-2
https://www.biziday.ro/365720-2/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=365720-2
https://www.biziday.ro/365720-2/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=365720-2
https://www.antena3.ro/videos-antena3-cnn/cutremur-in-romania-marti-seara-a-fost-cel-mai-puternic-din-ultimele-luni-799117.html

Romaénia are un proiect de 1 miliard de lei care poate asigura apa pentru racirea a patru reactoare nucleare. E
aprobat de 2 ani, dar lucrarile nu au inceput

Europa deja nu mai face fata cererii de rachete Patriot pentru Ucraina. Tara invadata se pregateste de o noua iarna
a bombardamentelor

Anuntul ferm al Iranului despre Ormuz: Pana cand va ramane inchisa stramtoarea strategica / Oficialul de la

Teheran care invoca ,,0 chestiune separata

"In afara razei rachetelor sau dronelor cunoscute". O rafindrie ruseasca, aflaté la 6.000 de km de Ucraina, a luat foc

Putin a aprobat eliberarea unui fost puscas american, dupa 4 ani de inchisoare. Trump: "Am vorbit cu el si a avut o
singura cerere"

Rebelii houthi au ucis trei persoane intr-un atac asupra unei nave cargo ce circula sub pavilion tanzanian, in
Stramtoarea Bab el-Mandeb din Marea Rosie. Gruparea si-a intensificat atacurile in zona dupa ce, luna trecuta, a
instituit o blocada navala asupra Arabiei Saudite.

Noi incendii de vegetatie au izbucnit langa Atena, in timp ce Grecia se confruntd cu un nou val de c&lduré. Tn
Spania, oameni evacuati

General

Russia Accused of Using North Korean Missiles in Ukraine

Ukraine and Russia have continued their ongoing conflict overnight with significant escalations reported. President
Volodymyr Zelensky has accused Russia of using North Korean missiles to strike the southern city of Zaporizhzhia. The
recent strikes killed seven people and injured at least 24 others in the affected area. lvan Fedorov, the Zaporizhzhia
regional head, confirmed the casualties following the attack. In addition to civilian targets, the strikes also hit warehouses
of online retailer Wildberries in western Russia. This retail location has been repeatedly targeted by Ukrainian attacks in
recent weeks. Zelensky accused Russia of receiving military assistance from North Korea, though this claim is not yet
backed by concrete evidence. Ukraine's military has reported dozens of North Korean missiles being fired into its territory
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since Moscow's invasion began. The invasion started in February 2022 and has since drawn in various international
actors. The conflict is a concern for the rest of the world as tensions escalate. Zelensky warned that the involvement of
North Korea poses a danger to global security. This development highlights the escalating tensions between Ukraine and
Russia. It also raises concerns about the involvement of North Korea in the conflict. The potential for widespread harm to
civilians and infrastructure remains high. Global security implications are being assessed by allied nations.

BBC News

Police Chiefs Urge PM to Halt Early Release of Violent Offenders

England's prison population has reached its maximum capacity creating a severe crisis. Over 86,000 inmates are
currently occupying just 97% of available space. This crisis has been exacerbated by decades of increasing sentences
without corresponding increases in prison capacity. The Sentencing Act 2026 aimed to reduce the number of people sent
to prison but is not working as intended. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Justice Secretary Alex Norris have come under
pressure to address the issue. Police chiefs in Scotland, England, Wales, and Northern Ireland are calling on the
government to reconsider early releases. A letter signed by senior police officers expresses concern that releasing violent
criminals could undermine public trust. The letter specifically mentions those responsible for PC Andrew Harper's murder.
Police Chief Constable Jonathon Thompson from Cheshire led the letter to the government. The request matters
because it highlights the need for greater consideration of victims' rights. The police chiefs are seeking changes to the
government's early release scheme. The scheme aims to reduce prison overcrowding but may allow some high-risk
offenders to be released prematurely. It is unclear how the releases will be implemented without picking and choosing
who to release early. The issue threatens to undermine the justice system's ability to hold violent offenders accountable.
The government must balance capacity issues with the demand for justice.
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Solar Eclipse Sparks Rush for Safety Glasses Across UK and Europe

A total solar eclipse is set to occur over northern Spain and parts of the UK. Thousands of people have turned to online
marketplaces to buy glasses for viewing the event. There is a shortage of certified glasses available in stores due to high
demand. Organizations such as UKHSA and the American Astronomical Society have issued warnings about counterfeit
glasses. The AAS has provided a list of manufacturers that test their glasses in a lab before they are sold. Online
marketplaces like Reddit and Facebook have become hubs for people to buy glasses. The shortage is due to the high
demand for viewing the solar eclipse which attracted widespread attention. Clear skies are expected for many viewers in
northern Spain. However, parts of north Wales and northern England may experience cloud cover or rain. The eclipse will
peak between 20:26 and 20:33 local time in some areas. Half a million visitors from around the world are expected to
attend the event. This event matters because it is a rare opportunity for viewers in the UK to witness a total solar eclipse.
The next occurrence will not happen until 2081 or 2090. The AAS advises that viewers can try out their glasses by testing
them inside and outside on a sunny day. The eclipse promises to be an awe-inspiring spectacle for those lucky enough to
be in its path.
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Death Toll Rises to 180 in Devastating Colombia Earthquake

A devastating earthquake struck Pereira Colombia causing widespread destruction and chaos. At least one building
collapsed in Bolivar Square trapping buses and trucks. Sixty buildings were partially or totally destroyed in the city center.
Rescuers are scrambling for survivors with 180 dead reported in the Colombia earthquake. The mayor of Manizales
Jorge Eduardo Rojas confirmed five deaths in his area. He urged caution against sharing false information on social
media regarding the disaster. International support poured in from the UN Spain Ecuador Brazil El Salvador and
Venezuela. Offers of help and donations totaled millions of dollars for the response efforts. The Spanish government
reported that 164 citizens were still missing after the quake. A $15.5 million donation was made by the US Donald Trump
administration to support Colombia. The international community expressed solidarity with the Colombian people and
government. They worked to provide aid and assistance in the aftermath of the disaster. The destruction in the city center
has hampered rescue operations significantly. Emergency services are working around the clock to locate trapped
individuals. The global response highlights the severity of the humanitarian crisis unfolding.

BBC News

PM Burnham Announces New Powers for Councils on Asylum and High Streets

The UK government has announced plans to improve high streets by requiring new vape shops to obtain planning
permission. Prime Minister Andy Burnham cited BBC investigations into organized crime on high streets as the driving
force. The plans aim to address the decline of town centres and reduce illegal activities. lllegal activities include selling
counterfeit goods and facilitating money laundering. The National Crime Agency estimates that £1bn of criminal cash is
laundered through high street stores annually. Labour has pledged to end the use of asylum hotels which have become a
focal point for protests. Burnham suggests wealthier areas must play their part in housing asylum seekers. The
government has been using military sites and other locations to house migrants instead. Burnham said he would listen to
concerns raised by residents in Piddington Oxfordshire. He had previously promised to end HMO Britain and change the
asylum accommodation system. Housing Secretary Angela Rayner has expressed support for the measures regarding
vape outlets. She highlighted concerns over the proliferation of gambling outlets near schools linked to crime. The plans
have been met with skepticism from some who argue they will lead to more empty shops. This matters because it
highlights tensions between local communities and government policies on migration. Giving councils more power to
control business openings is a key component of the announcement.
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Luigi Mangione murder trial to have anonymous jury

Children as young as nine hurt in growing number of e-scooter crashes

UK prosecutors argue Tate brothers a flight risk ahead of bail hearing

France bans unsolicited telemarketing calls

Russia releases former US Marine reported in poor health

Woman assaulted by double murderer says nightmare became 'real life' when police let him attack again

More weather records as UK heat set to spike again

Sun-tanned cauliflowers and knobbly spuds - the heatwave veg that's good to eat
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A Zoom Screen-Sharing Bug Let Anyone Take Over Other Devices on a Call

Researchers from A Security have uncovered critical vulnerabilities in the video conferencing platform Zoom. These flaws
could allow attackers to take over devices participating in screen sharing sessions. Remarkably, the vulnerabilities were
identified using publicly available Al models. It took fewer than 20 prompts to identify and exploit the security gaps within
the software. Zoom has subsequently issued security patches for all supported operating systems. This includes
Windows, macOS, Linux, iOS, and Android platforms used by millions. A Security cofounder Omer Gull highlighted the
rapid democratization of Al bug hunting capabilities. This trend makes it easier for individuals to discover vulnerabilities in
widely used software. Users often have their guard down when joining Zoom calls due to perceived trust. The
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researchers emphasize that the worst-case scenario involves attackers taking over an enterprise. They could move
laterally and gain unauthorized access to sensitive corporate networks. Zoom's lack of public code review may have
contributed to these overlooked mistakes. Proprietary software often contains errors that open-source review might catch
earlier. The incident highlights the cat-and-mouse game between security researchers and attackers. Al bug hunting is
becoming increasingly prevalent in the modern security landscape. This case serves as a stark warning for enterprise
security teams globally. Regular updates and patching are now more critical than ever for all users. The speed of
Al-driven discovery outpaces traditional security auditing methods significantly. Ultimately, this discovery reshapes how
we view software vulnerability management.
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A New Trick Reveals Al Models' Inner Thoughts

Computer scientists have discovered a method to extract hidden thinking from complex Al models. This technique
potentially reveals if Chinese models are trained by copying US models. Researchers found similarities between
reasoning patterns of certain Chinese and US models. However, they caution that this does not definitively prove
distillation occurred. Alexander Panfilov from the University of Tubingen led the identification of this vulnerability. The
vulnerability affects frontier model providers including OpenAl, Anthropic, and Google. This flaw could lead to personal
information leakage from these advanced systems. It also enables large-scale reasoning distillation attacks against
proprietary models. The researchers tested several open-weight models from both China and the US. Two Chinese
models did not exhibit similar reasoning patterns with US models in tests. The discovery highlights a potential threat to
overall Al model security. It raises significant concerns about the use of distillation in Al development. Unauthorized
distillation could undermine intellectual property protections in the Al industry. The vulnerability has reportedly been fixed
by the companies involved recently. US lawmakers have previously questioned the use of distillation by Chinese Al
companies. This study provides evidence for the need for improved Al model security measures. Preventing personal
information leakage is a top priority for model providers now. The findings suggest that current security measures may
not be sufficient against advanced analysis. Future Al development must account for these new extraction techniques to
remain secure.

Wired Al

Related A Zoom Screen-Sharing Bug Let Anyone Take Over Other Devices on a Call

Al Is Helping Solve the Intricate Genetic Puzzle of Schizophrenia

A groundbreaking study published in Nature Genetics has identified 766 genes associated with schizophrenia. This
provides one of the most detailed pictures of the disorder's genetic architecture. Researchers used Al-based
computational models to reconstruct coordinated gene activity. The analysis focused on thousands of genes within the
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human brain specifically. It revealed an interconnected network of genetic variants contributing to schizophrenia risk. The
study analyzed data from over 102,000 people worldwide for accuracy. Brain tissue samples from hundreds of donors
were also included in the research. The team involved researchers from the Lieber Institute for Brain Development
primarily. The University of Bari and numerous psychiatric centers worldwide also participated. This finding matters
because it sheds light on complex biological mechanisms underlying the disorder. Schizophrenia is estimated to affect
approximately 23 million people globally. The results suggest that genes do not act separately in this disorder. Rather,
they coordinate with each other to contribute to the disease risk significantly. This new understanding has the potential to
inform precise treatments and therapies. Developing targeted interventions could significantly improve patient outcomes
in the future. By studying this complex genetic architecture, scientists understand biological factor interactions. The study
highlights the importance of Al-based computational models in genetics research. Reconstructing coordinated gene
activity was key to unlocking these vital insights. This represents a major step forward in psychiatric genetic research
overall.
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Novo Nordisk and AWS bring agentic Al into drug discovery
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How Al is changing the vulnerability response timeline
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Al Is Dead. Organoids Are Alive
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