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01Luigi Mangione pleaded guilty to federal charges admitting responsibility for the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO
Brian Thompson.

02A federal judge ordered Google to remove barriers hindering rival Android app store installations as part of
antitrust remedies.

03President Trump imposed 100% tariffs on sensitive drones while the US accused China of orchestrating a
massive tariff evasion scheme.

04Romanian authorities confirmed multiple drone incursions across the country, raising security concerns along the
eastern border.

05Berkshire Hathaway signaled a major investment strategy shift under new CEO Greg Abel by deploying cash
reserves into technology and aviation stocks.

Technology

Judge Orders Google To Make Rival App Store Installs Easier

A federal judge has ordered Google to remove barriers that make it difficult for rival Android app stores to be discovered
and installed on Google Play. The order is part of the remedies following Epic's antitrust victory, which requires Google to
carry competing app stores inside Google Play and provide access to its full app catalog. Judge James Donato's decision
aims to undo Google's alleged monopoly over Android apps, which was found illegal by a jury in 2020. Google must now
remove unnecessary steps that make rival app stores harder to install, starting within the next week. Google's
implementation of third-party app stores in its Play Store was deemed insufficient by US District Judge James Donato,
who ruled that the company added unnecessary anticompetitive friction to the process. The ruling comes after Epic and



Google reached a global partnership agreement to address the issues. However, the two are still on opposite sides of an
ongoing antitrust case in the US, with Google losing the previous case in 2023. As part of the court's remedies, Google
was required to include third-party app stores in the Play Store, giving users easy access to non-Google apps. Aptoide
Games became the first such app store and was only added after Google's initial efforts to settle with Epic were rejected.
Google's implementation was found to be confusing, with the link to the alternative app store page buried several levels
deep in the menu. Even searching for app store or Aptoide did not yield the intended results, according to Epic lawyer
Yonatan Even. This ruling matters because it underscores the ongoing regulatory scrutiny of Google's anticompetitive
behavior and its impact on user choice and innovation. The case highlights the challenges of balancing competition with
the need for app store management and moderation. By including third-party app stores in the Play Store, Google is
being forced to adapt to changing market conditions and consumer demands. This move matters as it seeks to promote
competition among Android app developers and provide consumers with more choices. The changes are part of a larger
effort to break down barriers between competing app stores on Google Play. Epic Games' victory in its antitrust lawsuit
has set an important precedent for regulating tech giants' market dominance. By removing anticompetitive friction, the
judge aims to level the playing field and ensure that all Android developers have equal access to the platform. The ruling
is a significant development in the ongoing debate about tech antitrust and competition. Compliance monitoring will be
enforced by the court over the next year.

Sources Slashdot Ars Technica

Google Will Allow Users To Remove Visible Watermark From Al Generations

Google has announced that it will now allow users to remove a visible watermark from its Al-generated content, including
images, videos, and songs. The change will be rolled out in the coming days and will be available for users of Gemini
models. Josh Woodward, Google's VP for Gemini, stated that the toggle will also be available in the video editor, Flow,
with support for Search coming soon. The visible watermark is now optional, but invisible SynthID watermarks and C2PA
metadata will still be used for transparency. This change reflects a balance between creative control and safety, as
evident in the evolving approach to labeling Al-generated media. Google's move comes after Anthropic's decision to
include a watermark in text and files generated by Claude to comply with EU regulations. The company is also
open-sourcing a new library called Credentio to let developers embed a local validation mechanism in their apps. This
change matters as it addresses concerns around the utility of Al-generated content for professional and creative work. By
giving users more control over the watermark, Google aims to strike a balance between safety and creativity. Google has
introduced an update to its Al tools, Gemini and Flow, allowing users to remove visible watermarks from images, videos,
and music generated with these tools. The new Media watermark setting can be toggled off, removing the sparkle
watermark that appears in the bottom-right corner of content. However, Al-generated content will still have invisible
SynthID watermarks and C2PA metadata embedded in the background. This change may make it more difficult to quickly
detect if a piece of content is Al-generated. The update matters because many users have already been editing out
visible watermarks, and this change may level the playing field for other Al image generators like OpenAl and Meta.
Google plans to roll out this feature to Search as well, but will not be available in countries that require visible
watermarks. Josh Woodward, vice president of Google Labs, Gemini, and Al Studio, announced the update. Other
companies, such as Anthropic, are also applying invisible watermarks to their Al-generated content. This development is
significant for the Al industry, as it seeks to balance user convenience with the need for content verification. Creators
have long argued that visible marks hinder professional usability. The shift aligns with industry trends toward invisible
authentication methods.

Sources TechCrunch The Verge
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Trump Slaps a 100% Tariff On Heavy and 'Sensitive’ Drones

US President Trump has imposed tariffs of up to 100% on heavier drones, including those with docking stations or
thermal imaging, due to national security concerns. The affected drones are commercial models used for operations such
as power line inspection and search and rescue. DJI, a leading drone manufacturer, is among the companies impacted
by these tariffs. In contrast, smaller drones will face a 25% tariff. The White House claims the measures aim to
strengthen national security and encourage US drone manufacturing. Key locations include the United States, where the
tariffs are being imposed, and China, which may be affected by the impact on DJI's global operations. DJI has expressed
concerns about the potential disruption to their business. This decision matters as it highlights ongoing tensions between
the US and China in the tech industry, and could have implications for the global drone market. The tariffs may also affect
search and rescue operations, crop spraying, and other industries reliant on drones. Industry analysts warn that the
sudden cost increase could delay critical infrastructure projects across the country. Some rescue organizations have
voiced alarm over the potential price hikes for essential equipment. The administration argues that domestic
manufacturing capacity must be bolstered to reduce reliance on foreign technology. Critics suggest that the tariffs might
stifle innovation rather than promote it within the US market. Supply chains involving Chinese components could face
significant disruptions in the coming months. The move aligns with broader trade policies aimed at decoupling certain
tech sectors from Chinese influence. Legal challenges from affected companies are expected to follow in federal court.
International partners are watching closely to see how this affects global trade agreements. The long-term impact on
consumer prices for drone technology remains uncertain. This policy shift represents a significant escalation in
tech-focused trade restrictions. Economic repercussions are expected to be felt within the next quarter.

Slashdot

What We Know About the Alleged Iranian Hacks on US Water Utilities

Several US water utilities have been hit by coordinated cyberattacks, allegedly carried out by Iranian hackers, causing
widespread concern across the country. The affected states include Minnesota, Arkansas, Georgia, New Jersey, and
Michigan, with over 150,000 water systems targeted in total. President Donald Trump initially denied the attacks were
carried out by Iran, creating confusion around the attribution. Tim Walz, the Democratic governor of Minnesota, was
targeted by Trump's claims regarding the incident. The US Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA)
warned of Iranian hacker activity in April prior to these incidents. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) is
suspected to be behind the attacks on critical infrastructure. The attack highlights the vulnerability of critical infrastructure
in the US, particularly water utilities, which can have devastating effects on public health and safety. The psychological
impact of the attacks should not be underestimated, as they have caused widespread panic and fear among residents.
The incident also underscores the need for improved cybersecurity measures and cooperation between government
agencies to prevent such attacks in the future. Federal investigators are currently working with state officials to secure the
compromised systems. Residents in affected areas have been advised to monitor water quality reports closely. The
timing of the attacks coincides with heightened geopolitical tensions in the Middle East. Cybersecurity experts warn that
water systems remain some of the least protected critical infrastructure nodes. This event marks a significant escalation
in state-sponsored cyber operations against US utilities. The response from the White House has been mixed, with
conflicting statements issued by different officials. Local authorities are struggling to implement immediate patches
against known vulnerabilities. The incident serves as a stark reminder of the physical risks posed by digital threats.
Congress may hold hearings on the matter to investigate the preparedness of utility providers. Insurance costs for water
utilities could rise significantly following these breaches. The situation remains fluid as more details about the scope of
the intrusion emerge.
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TechCrunch

Person Hides Prompt Injection In Legal Filing Telling Al To Side With Them

An anonymous plaintiff, Matthew Elliott, attempted to manipulate an artificial intelligence system (LLM) in a Connecticut
court by hiding instructions in his official filings. These prompt injections were designed to influence the Al's output and
favor his position in the case. The court discovered these hidden messages after reviewing the filings and issued a
sanction decision against Elliott. The judge, Walter Spader Jr., noted that while the manipulation attempt was unserious,
it raised serious concerns about the potential impact of Al on the legal system. Key people involved include Matthew
Elliott, Walter Spader Jr., and the New York Bariatric Group, which is being sued by Elliott. The case matters because it
highlights the need for safeguards to prevent similar attempts to manipulate Al systems in court proceedings. The ruling
also underscores the importance of human oversight in reviewing documents and detecting potential manipulation
attempts. The outcome, while allowing the case to proceed, imposes significant restrictions on Elliott's electronic filing
practices. The main event or finding is that prompt injection attacks on court systems have been ineffective, but experts
warn that courts will need to draft rules around this technology due to its rapid advancement. Connecticut courts are
focusing on policing Al outputs that damage trust in courts, but prompt injections pose a new challenge. Judge Spader
suggests that attorneys may unknowingly let their clients use prompt injections to manipulate court filings without their
knowledge. This issue is particularly concerning for pro se litigants who often rely on chatbots to build their arguments.
Pro se litigants are using chatbots in a way that hurts their cases, as they ask the chatbot to advocate only for their
position without considering opposing arguments. This approach can lead to sycophancy and entrench litigants in their
arguments despite any ruling to the contrary. Judge Spader warns that this is a genuine hazard of the technology and
one that judges now see often. The issue reaches beyond Elliott's case, with potential implications for the fairness and
integrity of court proceedings. Experts emphasize the need for caution and critical thinking when using Al tools in the
courtroom. Legal ethics boards are beginning to discuss specific guidelines for Al usage in filings. The incident serves as
a warning to lawyers about verifying all content generated by Al tools. Future court rules may explicitly ban hidden
instructions within digital documents.

Techdirt Ars Technica Slashdot
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Kog is going deeper to squeeze more inference out of GPUs

Read-it-later app Pocket shut down — here are the best alternatives

Hyperscalers might regret embracing natural gas if new forecast proves correct
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Paramount Promises Meaningless CNN ‘Oversight Board’ To Try And Gain Merger Approval

GLM-5.3 is here with advanced cyber capabilities — and reportedly already found a 'serious vulnerability' in Cursor

France's Top Court Blocks Social Media Ban For Under-15s

OpenAl and Anthropic in price war as Chinese Al rivals gain ground

Flock Announces Changes Amid Backlash Over Its License Plate Reader Network

PBS station fears losing 50TB of data after being ghosted by cloud storage provider

Vulnerability giving attackers full control of Macs is under active exploitation

Finance

Berkshire Hathaway Shifts Strategy Under Abel with Major Tech and Aviation
Bets

Berkshire Hathaway has signaled a significant shift in investment strategy under new CEO Greg Abel, deploying capital
from its record cash hoard into major technology and aviation stocks. Recent filings reveal the conglomerate increased its
stake in Alphabet Inc., the parent company of Google, by purchasing 48.1 million shares worth approximately $37.8
billion as of midyear. Simultaneously, Berkshire added 17.5 million shares of Delta Air Lines, valued at $5.37 billion,
marking a substantial bet on the travel sector's recovery and growth. These moves contrast with previous periods of cash
accumulation, suggesting Abel is confident in deploying Warren Buffett's legacy capital into growth-oriented sectors.
Alongside these acquisitions, the company trimmed positions in Bank of America and Kroger, indicating a rebalancing of
its financial and consumer staples exposure. The investment activity also included stock repurchases, further
demonstrating management's view on intrinsic value. Market analysts view this aggression as a testament to Abel's
independence and willingness to diverge from Buffett's historical caution in certain areas. The sheer scale of the Alphabet
purchase makes Berkshire one of the largest shareholders in the tech giant, aligning it closely with the artificial
intelligence boom. Delta's addition highlights a continued belief in consolidated airline profitability despite economic
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fluctuations. Investors are closely watching whether this deployment rate can be sustained given the massive cash
reserves still on hand. The strategy underscores a transition phase for the company as it moves further into the
post-Buffett era. Financial advisors note that the diversification into tech and travel reduces reliance on traditional
insurance and utility holdings. This activity comes amidst a broader market rally, where Berkshire's moves often signal
confidence to institutional investors. The timing suggests Abel is prioritizing growth opportunities over defensive cash
positioning in the current economic climate. Overall, the quarterly transactions represent one of the most active
investment periods for the firm in recent years.

Bloomberg Markets. ZeroHedge

Luigi Mangione Pleads Guilty in UnitedHealthcare CEO Killing

Luigi Mangione has pleaded guilty to federal stalking charges and admitted responsibility for the killing of
UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, ending a prolonged legal uncertainty. The plea agreement exposes Mangione
to a maximum sentence of life in prison, along with significant restitution and fines mandated by the court. During
proceedings, Mangione cited deep-seated frustration with the American healthcare system following a personal back
injury as the primary motivation for the attack. This admission brings closure to a five-day manhunt that concluded with
his arrest at a McDonald's location in Pennsylvania last year. The Thompson family expressed gratitude for the federal
justice system's role in holding Mangione accountable while advocating for a sentence that reflects the gravity of the loss.
UnitedHealthcare issued a statement praising law enforcement efforts and offering continued condolences to the loved
ones of the deceased executive. Despite the legal resolution, the case has ignited a complex public debate regarding the
ethics of the healthcare industry and insurance coverage denials. Some segments of the public have controversially
viewed Mangione as a folk hero, channeling broader anger toward corporate healthcare practices. Authorities have firmly
condemned any justification for violence, emphasizing that ideological grievances do not excuse murder. The incident
has prompted increased security measures for corporate executives across the healthcare sector. Insurance analysts are
monitoring potential reputational impacts on UnitedHealthcare's brand and customer trust metrics. Legal experts suggest
the guilty plea may streamline the sentencing phase but will not diminish the media scrutiny surrounding the trial. The
case remains a landmark event in the intersection of corporate liability and public dissent. Prosecutors indicated that the
stalking charge was pivotal in securing the federal jurisdiction necessary for this outcome. Ultimately, the resolution
marks a somber chapter for the company and the industry at large.

Business Insider

Anthropic Faces Backlash Over Al Watermarking Compliance

Anthropic is facing significant user backlash after implementing a watermarking feature on text generated by its Claude Al
models. The decision was driven by compliance requirements under the European Union's Al Act, which mandates
transparency regarding Al-generated content. Since the announcement, dozens of subscribers have canceled their plans,
citing concerns over attribution, authorship, and potential professional complications. The watermark is designed to be
imperceptible to readers but identifiable by software, aiming to distinguish machine output from human writing without
altering quality. Tech analyst Ben Thompson criticized the move, arguing that crediting Al models with ideation is absurd
when they function merely as tools for human users. Anthropic defended the feature, stating it is essential for maintaining
trust and adhering to emerging global regulatory standards. The company plans to release an API allowing users to verify
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the presence of the watermark independently. Competitors like OpenAl are also exploring similar watermarking
processes, suggesting an industry-wide shift toward transparency mechanisms. However, critics argue that such
measures could degrade the user experience and stifle creative workflows dependent on Al assistance. The controversy
highlights the tension between regulatory compliance and user retention in the generative Al sector. Some users are
migrating to alternative platforms like Cursor and Grok that currently offer less restrictive policies. Anthropic maintains
that the watermark does not change the meaning of the text but ensures accountability in content creation. The debate
extends to legal implications, particularly regarding copyright and liability for Al-assisted work. Industry observers note
that this could set a precedent for how Al companies handle government mandates in the future. Despite the friction,
Anthropic remains committed to the rollout as part of its safety-focused corporate mission. The situation underscores the
growing pains associated with integrating advanced Al into professional environments.

Business Insider Business Insider Business Insider

FBI Investigation Clouds Record $12.5 Billion Lakers Sale

The record-breaking $12.5 billion sale of the Los Angeles Lakers is facing scrutiny following reports of an FBI
investigation into seller Mark Walter. Federal agents seized electronic devices belonging to Walter and associates at
Guggenheim Partners months before the transaction was finalized. The probe centers on whether Guggenheim
Investments properly recorded revenue within its private-investments business, raising questions about financial
transparency. Despite the investigation, the sale to a group led by Josh Kushner and former Disney CEO Bob Iger
proceeded, marking one of the largest sports transactions in history. Walter, who purchased control of the team
previously, is reportedly facing a cash crunch that necessitated the sale of the franchise. The FBI's involvement has
prompted renewed examination of corporate governance practices within high-profile sports ownership groups. New
owners Kushner and Iger have pledged to maintain the team's competitive standing while navigating the surrounding
legal complexities. Financial regulators are watching the case closely as it touches on revenue recognition practices
common in private equity. The seizure of devices belonging to Guggenheim Investments President Dina DiLorenzo
indicates the depth of the ongoing inquiry. This situation highlights the risks inherent in leveraging sports assets during
periods of financial instability. The Lakers franchise remains a valuable asset, but the shadow of the investigation could
impact future valuation metrics. Legal experts suggest the outcome of the probe may influence how sports M&A deals are
vetted in the future. Walter has expressed gratitude for his tenure but now faces significant personal and professional
challenges. The intersection of federal law enforcement and sports finance creates a unique precedent for the industry.
Stakeholders are awaiting further details on whether the investigation will impede the final regulatory approvals for the
sale.

ZeroHedge

US Accuses China of Orchestrating 'Great Transshipment Scam'

The US government has released a damning report accusing Chinese exporters of orchestrating a massive tariff evasion
scheme known as the Great Transshipment Scam. According to the White House, goods are being routed through over
40 third countries with minimal processing to disguise their Chinese origin and avoid US tariffs. Vietham has emerged as
a central hub for this practice, alongside other Southeast Asian nations implicated in the supply chain manipulation. The
report estimates that billions of dollars in goods have been diverted since 2018, resulting in tens of billions in lost US
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revenue. White House senior counselor Peter Navarro highlighted the issue as part of escalating trade tensions between
Washington and Beijing. Senators are urging intensified crackdowns on these schemes, citing displaced American jobs
and unfair competitive advantages. China's embassy in Washington condemned the report, warning that actions targeting
third-party countries could harm global industrial supply chains. The administration plans to utilize artificial intelligence to
monitor trade flows and identify transshipped goods more effectively. This development comes ahead of President Xi
Jinping's scheduled visit to the White House, complicating diplomatic negotiations. Economists warn that such evasion
undermines the effectiveness of existing trade policies and tariffs. The practice involves minor assembly or labeling
changes in transit countries to qualify for lower tariff rates. US manufacturers argue this creates an uneven playing field
that threatens domestic production capabilities. The report confirms long-standing suspicions regarding the integrity of
certain import data from Southeast Asia. Trade experts suggest this could lead to new sanctions or stricter rules of origin
enforcement. The situation reflects the broader geopolitical struggle over manufacturing dominance and trade balance.

ZeroHedge
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Lula’s Lead Over Bolsonaro Narrows in Brazil Election Poll

Influential Wife Of Anthropic CEO Pitched Post-Conviction Epstein On 'Luxury Porn' Company, And Claude Has No
Idea

Romania

Multiple Drone Incursions Detected Across Romania

Romanian authorities have confirmed multiple drone incidents across the country within a single day, raising security
concerns along the eastern border. Wreckage was discovered on the beach in Saturn, marking one of several locations
where debris was found. The Ministry of National Defense announced the discovery of another crashed drone in Plauru,
Tulcea County, following an alert from a local resident. This incident follows another discovery in the Macin Mountains,
bringing the total to at least four drones found in Romania in 24 hours. Defense Minister Radu Miruta stated that army
radars detected over 100 drones in the proximity of the border over the last four days. Most of these aerial vehicles were
destroyed by Ukrainian air defense systems before crossing fully into Romanian airspace. Officials emphasize that there
are no indications that the risk level for the general population has increased despite the frequency of incidents.
Fragments from some drones were recovered from a post office in Costinesti, suggesting they were carried by wind or
water. An expert team from the Ministry was dispatched to investigate the fragments and determine the exact origin and
type of each device. The surge in activity highlights the spillover effects of the ongoing conflict in neighboring Ukraine.
Authorities continue to monitor the situation closely to ensure national security is not compromised. Public communication
remains focused on preventing panic while maintaining vigilance among border communities. The findings underscore
the complex security environment in the Black Sea region. Cooperation with allied nations remains a key component of
the response strategy. Further updates are expected as the investigation into the wreckage concludes.

Antena 3 Antena 3 Biziday

Energy Grid Stabilized by Prosumators Amid Reactor Shutdown

Romania's energy system faced significant strain following the shutdown of a nuclear reactor for maintenance. Prime
Minister llie Bolojan addressed the crisis by outlining new legislative measures to support grid stability. He emphasized
the need for prosumators to install batteries and inverters that can be dispatched by suppliers. The goal is to reduce
costs for providers while encouraging higher levels of self-consumption among households. Experts credit prosumators
with battery storage for effectively saving the energy system during peak demand hours. Corina Murafa, an energy
expert, highlighted the crucial role these decentralized resources played in stabilizing the grid. Dan Pirsan from the
Association of Prosumers noted that it was a collective effort that prevented broader disruptions. The government plans
to unlock hydroelectric projects to increase water levels on the Danube River. This project, known as Bala 2, aims to
double the river's debit but may take three years to complete. Energy shortages are expected to worsen in coming weeks
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due to regional heatwaves and drought conditions. Importing massive amounts of energy during peak hours remains a
temporary solution while infrastructure is upgraded. The situation exposes Romania's vulnerability to reliance on nuclear
power during maintenance cycles. Long-term planning now focuses on integrating renewable sources more effectively
into the national grid. Consumers are being asked to consume electricity in moderation during peak hours to assist the
effort. These measures aim to prevent future crises as the country transitions its energy mix.

Biziday Antena 3

David Popovici Makes History at European Swimming Championships

Romanian swimmer David Popovici has achieved a historic feat at the European Swimming Championship. He won the
200-meter freestyle event, adding to his earlier victory in the 100-meter freestyle. This accomplishment makes him the
first swimmer in history to win both events at three consecutive European Championships. His previous titles were
secured in Rome 2022 and Belgrad 2024, cementing his legacy in the sport. Popovici dominated the competition by
taking the lead from an early stage and maintaining his advantage. He currently holds the distinction of being the only
swimmer to achieve this feat with two consecutive titles. The athlete is also a double World Champion in both events and
won gold at the 2024 Paris Olympics. Following the win, Popovici expressed confidence in his abilities and commitment
to future success. He stated that he will continue to work hard to achieve even greater milestones in his career. This
achievement highlights Romania's growing reputation in the world of competitive swimming. Fans and officials alike have
celebrated the performance as a national triumph. The record sets a new benchmark for future generations of Romanian
athletes. His consistency over three editions of the championship demonstrates exceptional physical and mental
endurance. Media coverage has focused on his technique and strategic approach to the races. Popovici remains a
central figure in Romania's sporting landscape heading into future international competitions.

Biziday

Romania Secures Major Penalty Reduction from EU Commission

Romania has successfully negotiated a significant reduction in penalties imposed by the European Commission. The fine
related to not meeting the EU's renewable energy targets has been reduced tenfold. The original penalty amount was
€500 million, but it has now been lowered to €50 million. Dragos Pislaru, interim minister of Investments and Projects
Europe, led the negotiations with Brussels. This matter is significant for Romania's ability to implement its National
Recovery and Resilience Plan. There were fears that the EU might impose penalties that could block access to essential
funding. The government had anticipated discussions over closing a remaining electricity capacity on Jalonul 119a. This
capacity was initially planned but not implemented due to energy shortages faced by the country. The negotiations were
part of a broader reform aimed at reducing dependence on fossil fuels. The outcome shows the effectiveness of
Romania's diplomacy in negotiating with EU institutions. Access to EU funding remains crucial for the country's ongoing
infrastructure projects. The reduction alleviates financial pressure on the state budget during a period of economic
uncertainty. Officials view this as a victory for the current administration's engagement with European partners. Future
compliance with renewable energy targets will remain a priority to avoid further sanctions. The agreement allows the
government to proceed with decarbonization efforts without crippling financial penalties.
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Antena 3

Moldova Identified as Key Target in Russian Strategy Against NATO

A new report from the New York Times highlights Moldova's strategic role in regional security dynamics. The article
suggests Moldova has become key to Vladimir Putin's plan to challenge NATO and the EU. This assessment
underscores the vulnerability of Eastern European nations to external influence. Romania shares a close cultural and
historical bond with Moldova, making the situation particularly relevant. Security analysts warn that destabilizing Moldova
could create a breach in NATO's eastern flank. The report details various methods used to exert pressure on the
Moldovan government. Energy dependence and political interference are cited as primary tools in this strategy. Western
allies are increasing support for Moldova to counteract these destabilization efforts. The situation reflects broader
tensions between Russia and Western institutions in the post-Soviet space. Romanian officials have expressed solidarity
with Chisinau amidst these growing threats. Intelligence sharing between Romania and Moldova has intensified in
response to the risks. The potential for hybrid warfare tactics remains a significant concern for regional stability.
European Union accession talks for Moldova are viewed as a deterrent against Russian aggression. The narrative
emphasizes the need for continued vigilance and support from international partners. Protecting Moldova's sovereignty is
seen as essential for the security of the entire region.
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Related Multiple Drone Incursions Detected Across Romania

Also in Romania

O drona si fragmentele alteia, descoperite pe coasta bulgara a Marii Negre. "E de fabricatie ruseasca si a fost
utilizata de Rusia"

Romanii au cheltuit cu 740 de milioane de euro in plus pe vacante in strdin&tate, in prima jumétate a anului. in
acelasi timp, investitiile straine directe au scazut puternic, la doar o cincime din nivelul anului trecut, iar datoria
externd a Romaniei a depasit 60% din PIB.

Peter Magyar se gandeste sa renunte la acordul nuclear cu Rusia pentru centrala facuta in cooperare cu Rosatom

Blocada porturilor de la Marea Neagra provoaca disperare in Ucraina: ,,E un dezastru total”
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Dupa atacurile cu drone asupra unor edituri din Ucraina, Rusia acuza la randul sdu ca milioane de carti au ars in
urma loviturilor ucrainene asupra depozitelor Wildberries

Peste 2000 de oameni au fost evacuati, in Croatia, in zona turistica Omis, din cauza incendiilor uriase

Focurile care au parjolit Franta la Bordeaux ar fi fost puse intentionat. Sute de persoane sunt arestate, inclusiv un
copil de 15 ani

SUA trimit un alt portavion in Orientul Mijlociu, dupa aparitia informatiilor referitoare la starea mintala precara a
echipajului de pe Abraham Lincoln, aflat de noua luni pe mare. Totusi, secretarul de Razboi, Pete Hegseth, sustine
ca informatiile despre tentativele marinarilor de a se arunca peste bord ar fi “complet denaturate”.

General

UK Extreme Weather: Wildfires, BBQ Ban & Train Chaos

The UK is currently grappling with severe extreme weather conditions characterized by record-breaking temperatures
and widespread wildfires. Authorities have implemented a temporary ban on the sale of disposable barbecues to mitigate
the heightened risk of fires igniting dry vegetation. Thousands of firefighters are working in difficult conditions across the
country as hundreds of incidents are reported daily. The West Midlands has been particularly affected, with ambulance
services treating dozens of casualties from fires spreading through urban areas. Climate scientists warn that
human-induced climate change is driving these more frequent and intense heatwaves. The UK is on track to break a
record number of wildfires in 2025, with nearly 1,000 incidents already reported this year. Compounding the travel
disruption, a train derailment in Essex has led to significant chaos for commuters. Investigators are examining whether
the extreme hot weather contributed to the infrastructure failure on the rail network. Network Rail confirmed that speed
restrictions were not in place at the time, prompting further scrutiny of safety protocols. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has
called for a transition to clean energy to address the changing climate underlying these events. Friends of the Earth have
warned that without urgent action, future droughts and wildfires will worsen significantly. Residents in affected areas have
been forced to flee homes as fires tore through dry grass and properties. The National Fire Chiefs Council has
highlighted the importance of addressing these issues to mitigate future risks. This combination of fire risk and transport
failure underscores the widespread impact of the current heatwave. Officials urge the public to remain vigilant and adhere
to safety warnings during this period of extreme weather.
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Mangione Pleads Guilty in Healthcare CEO Murder
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Michael Mangione has pleaded guilty to federal charges related to the murder of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian
Thompson. This unexpected admission occurred in a Manhattan court where Mangione shocked observers by changing
his plea from not guilty. The decision potentially complicates his upcoming New York state trial where he faces eight
additional charges. His legal team argues that the state case could be barred due to double jeopardy concerns following
his federal acceptance of responsibility. However, the Manhattan District Attorney's office has indicated they are prepared
to proceed with the state prosecution regardless. Reports suggest Mangione had been researching the healthcare
insurance industry prior to the incident. It is believed he used a 3D printer to create the firearm used in the killing. The
case has drawn significant attention to the accessibility of information and its potential impact on societal violence. Inside
the courtroom, the atmosphere was tense as Mangione made his shocking admission before Judge Garnett. This
development matters significantly as it could impact the final punishment Mangione receives for Thompson's death. It
also raises broader questions about double jeopardy protections within the United States justice system. Brian
Thompson's family remains central to the proceedings as justice is sought for the high-profile killing. The incident
highlights the potential for individuals to turn to extreme measures due to frustration with systemic issues. Legal experts
are now watching closely to see how the federal and state courts will coordinate moving forward. The plea marks a
pivotal moment in one of the most scrutinized criminal cases of the year.
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Afghanistan Five Years Under Taliban: Women's Rights & Western Influence

Five years after the Taliban swept to power, questions remain about Western influence and the humanitarian situation in
Afghanistan. UN officials believe their continued presence in the country makes a difference despite limited visible
progress. The UN has been engaging with the Taliban on six core issues including human rights and counter-terrorism.
However, Afghan women tell the BBC their lives are unrecognisable under the current regime. International reports state
around 2.6 million girls are unable to attend school beyond Grade 6. This contradicts claims by the Taliban's foreign
minister that three million girls are still attending schools. The ban on secondary and higher education for girls remains
strictly in place across most of the country. UN officials argue that engagement is slow and incremental but must be
maintained to achieve meaningful change. Georgette Gagnon emphasizes the importance of collective effort and
consistent messaging in negotiations. The UN is adopting a new process called Mosaic to approach negotiations in a
more structured format. Critics have accused the UN of not pushing back enough against the Taliban regarding women's
rights. Despite this, officials argue that a stalled process is better than no process at all. The situation matters because
the denial of education perpetuates gender inequality and restricts opportunities. Humanitarian access and the treatment
of prisoners remain key areas of focus for international delegates. Ultimately, the UN believes it must stay the course to
improve the overall well-being of Afghans.
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Bezos-Backed Consortium Buys Stake in Liverpool FC

A Bezos-backed consortium has officially bought a third of Liverpool Football Club. Global Sports Group has formed a
partnership with investors including Amit Bhatia to support the club's growth. FSG president Mike Gordon will continue to
retain majority ownership and operational control of the team. This development underscores Liverpool's status as a
top-earning Premier League club with record revenues. The partnership is expected to bring together experts from global
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business and technology sectors. Investment focus includes expanding the club's reach in India and Asia markets. FSG's
majority ownership ensures continuity in the club's leadership and decision-making processes. This partnership is
expected to enhance Liverpool's objectives both on and off the pitch. The investment is seen as a vote of confidence in
Liverpool's current leadership team. Record revenues of £703m for the 2024-25 financial year were announced earlier
this year. The consortium's involvement highlights the club's appeal to respected investors worldwide. Long-term growth
ambitions will be supported by this influx of capital and expertise. Fans will be looking to see how this impacts transfer
budgets and stadium developments. The deal confirms the club's ability to achieve sustained success in a competitive
league. Operational control remaining with FSG alleviates concerns about a complete change in club culture.

BBC News

Eurovision Organisers Propose Rules to Curb Political Voting

Eurovision Song Contest organisers are proposing major rule changes to discourage voting campaigns. The proposed
changes include moving the vote entirely online to prevent manipulation. Viewers will be forced to select their top three
acts rather than voting multiple times for one contestant. This move comes after concerns over persistent and politically
motivated voting patterns. The 2025 contest highlighted these issues when Israel's government was accused of
encouraging multiple registrations. Israel's contestant received an unusually high number of public votes despite finishing
second overall. The EBU has described politically motivated voting as deeply worrying for the contest's integrity. The
proposed rule changes matter because they seek to ensure a fair and transparent process. Reforms aim to protect
against manipulation by governments or other external forces. Key stakeholders include the European Broadcasting
Union and participating national broadcasters. The changes would require significant adjustments to existing online
voting systems. Ultimately, these reforms aim to promote a more democratic and inclusive contest. Organizers hope the
new rules will reflect the true will of the audience. National delegations from Eurovision countries will need to adapt to the
new voting structure. The implementation timeline is expected to be announced following further consultation with
broadcasters.
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Scheffler equals course record to lead first play-off event

Prisoners charged over attack on Sara Sharif's father

Britain's Finlay Tarling dies in Volta a Portugal accident
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Builders unearth €9m gold stash sealed in walls of Belgian property

Hodgkinson beaten to European gold by rival Werro

Many Canadians are boycotting the US, so this is where they're travelling instead

Activists try to deliver aid to Palestinians in homes besieged by Israeli settlers

Stephen Bear jailed over sex offender breaches

Two dead after light aircraft crash

Walter puts dominant Super Giants in Hundred final
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People Are ‘Marrying' Chatbots. These Lawmakers Want to Stop Them

A growing number of individuals are entering into matrimonial unions with chatbot partners. This trend represents a
natural endpoint to the widespread adoption of Al companion apps. Several lawmakers from Republican states are now
attempting to halt this phenomenon. They are introducing bills designed to prevent Al entities from possessing
constitutional rights similar to humans. Kevin Breen, a licensed officiant, has performed novelty weddings at Las Vegas
Immersive Weddings. Missouri state senator Joe Nicola is leading the legislative effort to prohibit Al from gaining legal
personhood. Chatbot companies like Character.Al, Kindroid, and Replika are central to this emerging ecosystem. The
Institute for Family Studies is also monitoring the situation closely. The US Congress has seen several lawmakers
introduce bills to address the growing trend of human-Al marriages. This phenomenon raises significant questions about
the role of Al in our daily lives. It challenges the traditional definition of marriage as understood by society. There are
potential consequences regarding granting Al entities rights similar to humans. The situation highlights tension between
those viewing Al as a tool for companionship and therapy. Others are deeply concerned about the impact of these
relationships on society. The human-Al marriage trend matters because it challenges traditional notions of love. It also
challenges concepts of relationships and what it means to be human. As Al technology continues to advance, this issue
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will likely become more pressing. Policymakers must consider the implications of granting Al entities rights similar to
humans.

Wired Al

Tech Visionary Says the Big Al Labs Don't Get What People Want

Tech visionary Tim O'Reilly is pushing for open-source Al development. He argues that current hyperscalers are trying to
lock users into their proprietary products. O'Reilly believes that open-source Al will enable participation and creativity
among users. This approach allows individuals to design and use Al in a more decentralized way. He disagrees with the
notion that big models like Claude are the key to success. Instead, he advocates for a clean separation between the
model, harness, and application. O'Reilly's goal is to give people the ability to innovate freely and paint outside the lines.
The open-source movement aims to prevent cybersecurity risks associated with frontier models. It also seeks to promote
innovation and competition within the industry. However, critics argue that open-source Al may not be secure enough for
widespread use. Some experts disagree with O'Reilly's approach to model distribution. Key figures involved include Tim
O'Reilly and Steven Levy, who engaged in a debate. They discussed the role of Al in producing original content. The
movement is connected to efforts by organizations like the Al Disclosures Project. Pi is another organization aiming to
promote open-source Al and alternative solutions. This shift matters because it could fundamentally change the way
people interact with Al. It might lead to more decentralized and creative applications of the technology. The debate
highlights the tension between centralized control and open innovation.
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The Next Big Influencer Is This 4-Foot-Tall Robot From China

Humanoid robots like the Unitree G1 are emerging as influencers to entertain crowds. These machines are being used to
collect followers on social media platforms. The robot named Edward Warchocki was created by Polish software
developer Bartosz Idzik. He wired it with a language model to enable live conversations in Polish. Despite initial fears,
people have grown fond of these robots quickly. They have gained over 1 million followers and 4 billion views on social
media. The Unitree G1 is a widely available and affordable humanoid robot made by a Chinese company. This company
is currently leading the robotics industry in terms of consumer availability. Key locations involved include Poland, China,
the US, Japan, Korea, and Dubai. These robots are being showcased on various TV shows and events globally.
Appearances include high-profile venues like America's Got Talent. Their commercial success raises questions about
their ability to contribute to the economy. There are concerns about them holding down traditional jobs previously done by
humans. The company behind Unitree G1 is set to go public on the Chinese stock market soon. This IPO is scheduled to
happen in two weeks from the report date. Over half of its 2025 revenue comes from delivering humanoid robots to real
customers. As the robotics industry continues to evolve, concerns remain about societal impact. Advanced machines are
becoming integrated into entertainment and daily life.
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Samsung health Al models analyse wearable biosignal data

Samsung Research America has presented two new Al foundation models. These models are named xMAE and HIMAE
and are designed for wearable biosignals. They learn from data such as heart activity, sleep, and physical activity. The
models aim to support predictive healthcare solutions for consumers. They analyze physiological relationships in
wearable data to generate insights. Sharanya Desai is the Head of Digital Health Algorithms at Samsung Research
America. She emphasized the significance of the research in delivering efficient health insights. The goal is to provide
precise health insights through a health foundation model. XMAE connects cardiac signals that measure related activity
within the body. HIMAE analyzes data across multiple time scales to identify patterns. It generates user guidance directly
from consumer hardware devices. The models were accepted to the International Conference on Machine Learning.
They were also accepted to the International Conference on Learning Representations. Samsung reports that xXMAE
outperformed existing multimodal learning methods significantly. It succeeded in 15 of 19 evaluation tasks during testing
phases. This showcases its potential for cardiovascular disease prediction and abnormal test-result detection. HIMAE
achieved high performance with a smaller model than existing ones. It can produce results in less than one millisecond
on a smartwatch-class CPU. The models have the potential to support continuous care and prevent health issues. This
research matters as it brings forward new technologies for wellbeing.
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Google Al health coach to use Abbott glucose data

https://lwww.artificialintelligence-news.com/news/google-ai-health-coach-abbott-glucose-data/

These ‘Masturbation Consultants’ Were Hired to Pleasure Themselves With Al

https://www.wired.com/story/these-masturbation-consultants-were-hired-to-pleasure-themselves-u...
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