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The Brief Today's Headl ines

01Ukraine launched a massive drone attack on a Wildberries logistics hub near Moscow, causing significant
casualties and damage.

02Two US troops were killed in an Iranian missile attack in Jordan, escalating tensions in the Middle East.

03Australia announced new environmental regulations for AI data centers, requiring them to generate as much
power as they consume.

04President Zelensky is considering replacing Ukraine's Army Commander amid internal military conflicts and
protests.

05US property foreclosure filings exceeded 227,000 in the first half of 2026, signaling economic stress.

Romania 4 dispatches

Ukraine Strikes Wildberries Depot Killing Eight

Ukraine launched a significant attack on a Wildberries logistics depot near Moscow, resulting in eight deaths and 62 
injuries. The strike caused huge damage to the facilities of the largest Russian online retailer. The Moscow Mayor stated 
that Ukrainians launched over 370 drones during the incident. A catastrophic fire ensued in the Moscow region following 
the attack on the warehouses. This event marks a significant escalation in the targeting of Russian economic 
infrastructure. Wildberries is often referred to as the Russian Amazon due to its market dominance. The attack highlights 
the widening scope of the conflict beyond traditional military targets. Casualties include both workers and potentially 
security personnel at the site. Emergency services responded to the blaze but faced challenges due to the scale of the 
damage. This strike comes amid ongoing tensions and reciprocal attacks between the two nations. The economic impact 
on Russian logistics networks is expected to be substantial. Investigations are underway to assess the full extent of the



destruction. International observers are monitoring the situation for further developments. The incident underscores the
vulnerability of commercial hubs in wartime. Civilian infrastructure continues to be a focal point in the strategic exchange.

Sources Antena 3.Biziday
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Zelensky Considers Replacing Army Commander Syrskyi

Ukrainian President Volodimir Zelensky is considering replacing the Commander of the Ukrainian Army, General
Oleksandr Syrskyi. This potential move follows a conflict between Syrskyi and the Defense Minister, Mihailo Fedorov.
President Zelensky recently made the decision to dismiss the Defense Minister from his post. Ample protests have taken
place in several cities following these leadership changes. However, a new change at the top of the military leadership
risks amplifying the internal crisis. This comes at a critical moment in the war with Russia. Bloomberg reports that
Zelensky is exploring alternative candidates to take over the position. No official announcement has been made by the
Ukrainian government regarding the potential change yet. Oleksandr Syrskyi's ouster would be a significant development
in Ukraine's military leadership. The turmoil surrounding Syrskyi has sparked concerns about the country's ability to
respond to the conflict. Zelensky's decision would likely be influenced by input from various stakeholders. The situation
highlights the challenges facing Ukraine as it navigates the complexities of war. Military morale could be impacted by
such a high-profile leadership shuffle. Strategic planning may face disruptions during this transition period. Observers are
watching closely for any formal statements from Kyiv. The stability of the command structure is vital for ongoing
operations.

Sources Biziday.Bloomberg Markets
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Hungary Proposes Lowering Voting Age to 16

The Hungarian government is considering reducing the voting age to 16 years old. This proposal is part of a future
constitutional reform process. Prime Minister Peter Magyar believes that young people under 18 are sufficiently informed
to participate. He argues that teenagers have access to information through schools and the internet. The plan aims to
allow teenagers to participate in decision-making on the country's future. This proposal is part of a broader reform plan to
reorganize the political system. The plan also involves reforming the state apparatus and reducing accumulated power.
Magyar considers that 16-year-olds are prepared to participate in democracy. The proposal is significant as it would give
teenagers a stronger voice in politics. Key figures involved include Magyar, the current Prime Minister. The reform aims
to increase transparency and accountability in governance. Budapest will be the location where the reform plan is
implemented. This reflects efforts to involve younger generations in democracy. It addresses concerns about corruption
and power abuse. By allowing more people to participate, the government hopes to stabilize the system. The proposal
matters because it changes the demographic of the electorate.
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Sources Biziday

Parchetul General Says Corruption Report Does Not Confirm Systemic
Dysfunctions

The General Prosecutor's Office in Romania has responded to a European Commission report. The report stated that
Romania did not achieve better results in combating corruption this year. The Prosecutor's Office says the report does
not confirm the existence of systemic dysfunctions. They are requesting adequate human and material resources to
function efficiently. This statement comes amid ongoing discussions about judicial reform in the country. The European
Commission's assessment is influential for EU funding and cooperation. Romanian authorities are keen to demonstrate
progress in the rule of law. The request for resources highlights potential staffing or budgetary issues. Critics argue that
more aggressive action is needed to tackle high-level corruption. The government maintains that improvements are being
made despite external critiques. This dialogue is crucial for Romania's standing within the European Union. Legal experts
are analyzing the specifics of the Commission's findings. The Prosecutor's stance suggests confidence in current
institutional capabilities. However, the call for resources implies operational challenges exist. Public trust in the judiciary
remains a key metric for success. Future reports will likely monitor the allocation of these requested resources.

Sources Biziday

Technology 7 dispatches

Australia To Put Environmental Brakes On AI Data Centers

The Australian government has announced plans to regulate large data centers powering artificial intelligence systems.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese stated they must generate as much power as they consume. This move aims to
address concerns over energy use and environmental impact. Major AI companies have set up operations in Australia
due to renewable energy availability. The government seeks to balance growth with regulation through new standards.
The new standards are dubbed Australian Standards for A.I. Measures include reducing water consumption and ensuring
creators retain control over their work. The government aims to introduce legislation early next year. An Office of A.I. will
be established to coordinate implementation. Mr. Albanese stated that Australia will be the first country to address these
issues nationally. The plan has received significant interest from global companies. However, it faces resistance from
some quarters in the US and Europe. The approach is seen as crucial in addressing AI's impact on the environment. It
also considers energy use and local economies. Global companies are watching this regulatory framework closely.
Implementation will require significant coordination between industry and government.

Sources Slashdot
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Microsoft Outsourced Defense Support to China Engineers

ProPublica reporter Renee Dudley uncovered a secret contract between Microsoft and the US Defense Department.
Microsoft outsourced tech support to China-based engineers despite being America's biggest cybersecurity adversary.
The investigation revealed this practice was allegedly approved by the government with no transparency. Researchers
found patents related to digital escorts including Microsoft employees listed as inventors. Dudley's reporting led to a swift
response from Microsoft. The company stated it had stopped using China-based engineers to support Defense
Department cloud systems. The US Defense Department also launched an investigation into potential national security
breaches. This finding matters because it highlights the potential for corporate interests to compromise national security.
It reveals a lack of transparency in government dealings with contractors. The story sheds light on how reporting led to a
policy change. It demonstrates the power of investigative journalism in holding those in power accountable. National
security experts are concerned about data access by foreign entities. The incident may lead to stricter vetting processes
for defense contractors. Microsoft faces scrutiny over its supply chain management practices. Government oversight
mechanisms are being reviewed in light of this revelation. The implications for future contracts are significant.

Sources Slashdot

Related Union Fights Microsoft Over Layoffs at Game Studios

Federal Employees Can Download TikTok on Work Phones Again

The Department of Justice has announced that federal employees can now download TikTok on their government
devices. This reverses a 2022 ban that prohibited the app on official devices. The decision was made due to a deal
transferring ownership of TikTok's US operations. A joint venture backed by Oracle, Silver Lake, and MGX now manages
the US operations. Oracle serves as the security partner for the new joint venture. ByteDance retains a 19.9% stake in
the company. President Donald Trump has cleared federal employees to use TikTok on official devices. This is subject to
agency discretion and workplace policies. The reversal was reportedly made after Trump repeatedly delayed the ban. He
urged service providers to restore access to the app. The original ban focused on government employees and devices. It
had broader implications across the US technology sector. The change allows federal employees to download TikTok
following a brief period of unavailability. This development matters as it affects millions of government employees. It may
impact workplace policies across various agencies. The move reflects President Trump's efforts to address his prior
opposition. Security concerns are now managed through the new ownership structure.

Sources TechCrunch

Next UK Prime Minister Drops Digital ID Scheme

Incoming British Prime Minister Andy Burnham plans to scrap the government's troubled digital ID scheme. The scheme 
was deemed a fiasco by a cross-party committee. It was estimated to cost 1.8 billion pounds or 2.4 billion dollars. Funds 
will be redirected towards addressing pressing priorities such as the cost of living. Key people involved include Andy 
Burnham, the newly elected Labour Party leader. His spokesperson confirmed the decision to abandon the project.
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Organisationally, this decision impacts the British government significantly. The scrapped scheme is significant because it
was widely seen as a failed policy initiative. Its redirection of resources can help alleviate some of the country's pressing
economic concerns. This matters because it highlights the new prime minister's commitment to addressing pressing
issues. It shows a prioritisation of public spending over digital infrastructure. Critics of the scheme had long argued it was
intrusive and unnecessary. The savings will be used to support households struggling with inflation. This shift marks a
change in technological strategy for the UK. Public reaction has been largely positive regarding the cancellation. Future
digital identity plans may be reconsidered under new guidelines.

Sources Slashdot

CNBC's Jim Cramer Says He Needs Cold Hard Proof AI Is Paying Off

CNBC's Jim Cramer is calling on companies to prove that their investments in artificial intelligence are generating
measurable financial returns. Cramer argues that while AI infrastructure companies are benefiting from the spending
boom, many businesses buying the technology have yet to see tangible gains. He cites only a handful of companies
including Block and Cloudflare. These firms have clearly attributed recent layoffs to AI adoption. However, critics warn
that some companies may be using AI washing as an excuse for cuts. Cramer says that if more businesses don't begin
reporting meaningful returns, skeptics will grow louder. This could potentially harm the tech industry's big spenders. Key
locations involved are likely the US and global financial markets. The organizations involved include CNBC, Block,
Cloudflare, and fintech firms. People mentioned in the article include Jim Cramer. Why it matters is that the failure of
companies to deliver on AI investment promises could lead to a loss of confidence. This might impact investor sentiment
and market trends. The tech industry is under pressure to demonstrate ROI. Investors are becoming more cautious about
AI hype. Earnings reports will be scrutinized for AI-related metrics. The market needs clarity on AI profitability.

Sources Slashdot

Union Fights Microsoft Over Layoffs at Game Studios

A union is currently fighting Microsoft over layoffs at its game studios. This action follows recent workforce reductions in
the gaming division. Workers are organizing to protect their jobs and severance packages. The dispute highlights
tensions between management and labor in the tech sector. Microsoft has faced criticism for its handling of studio
acquisitions and subsequent cuts. The union argues that the layoffs are unnecessary given the company's profits.
Negotiations are ongoing between employee representatives and corporate leadership. This story is related to broader
concerns about Microsoft's corporate practices. It connects to the recent revelation about defense contract outsourcing.
Employees are seeking greater transparency in decision-making processes. The gaming industry is experiencing
significant consolidation and restructuring. Workers fear that AI integration may be driving some of these reductions.
Public support for the union has been growing on social media. Microsoft has not yet issued a detailed statement on the
specific grievances. The outcome could set a precedent for tech labor organizing. Industry observers are watching the
resolution closely.

Sources Slashdot
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Google-Backed Satellites For Wildfire Detection Launch As Smoke Chokes US
Canada

Google-backed satellites for wildfire detection have launched as smoke chokes the US and Canada. These satellites aim
to provide early warning systems for forest fires. The technology uses advanced sensors to detect heat signatures from
space. This deployment comes during a severe wildfire season in North America. Air quality has deteriorated significantly
in many regions due to the smoke. The satellites will help emergency services respond faster to outbreaks. Google is
partnering with space agencies to facilitate this initiative. Data from the satellites will be shared with public safety
organizations. This move represents a significant investment in environmental monitoring technology. Communities
affected by wildfires hope for improved safety outcomes. The launch timing is critical given the current weather
conditions. Climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity of such fires. Real-time data could save lives and
property. Integration with existing weather models is underway. Public awareness of the technology is growing. Future
expansions of the network are planned.

Sources Slashdot

Finance 7 dispatches

Two US Troops Killed During Iranian Missile Attack

Two American soldiers were killed and another is missing after an Iranian attack. The attack involved ballistic missiles
and drones against US forces in Jordan. This incident marks a significant escalation in regional tensions. The Pentagon
confirmed the casualties in an official statement. Iranian forces targeted positions held by American troops. The missing
soldier is currently being searched for by recovery teams. This event follows a pattern of increased aggression in the
Middle East. Diplomatic channels are being used to address the aftermath. The US military is reviewing security protocols
at regional bases. Allies in the region are concerned about further retaliation. The attack underscores the volatility of the
current geopolitical landscape. Defense officials are assessing the damage to equipment and facilities. Public reaction in
the US has been one of shock and concern. Political leaders are calling for a measured but firm response. The incident
may influence future deployment strategies. Security for personnel in conflict zones is being prioritized.

Sources Biziday.Business Insider
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Kuwait Energy Infrastructure Hit During Intense Iran Attacks
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Kuwait has been hit by Iranian retaliatory attacks on Saturday. Significant damage occurred to an oil facility and a power
plant. The attacks come on the heels of another wave of strikes on Tuesday. The latest barrage struck the vital oil facility
located in Al-Ahmadi governorate. Several people were injured and widespread destruction was caused. No further
details were immediately available regarding the extent of the damage. The attacks are part of the ongoing Middle East
conflict between Iran and its adversaries. Kuwait is a key player in the region due to its significant oil reserves. The
Iranian retaliatory strikes raise concerns about escalating tensions. Potential instability in the region is a major worry for
global markets. It highlights the vulnerability of critical infrastructure in Kuwait. This could have far-reaching economic
consequences for energy supplies. Oil prices may fluctuate in response to the news. Regional allies are coordinating their
defense responses. The situation remains fluid and developing. Energy security is now a primary focus for stakeholders.

Sources Bloomberg Markets
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More Than 227,000 US Property Foreclosure Filings In First Half Of 2026

More than 227,000 US property foreclosure filings were recorded in the first half of 2026. This number indicates a
significant level of distress in the housing market. Economic pressures are forcing homeowners to default on their
mortgages. The rate of filings suggests a worsening trend compared to previous periods. Lenders are initiating legal
proceedings to reclaim properties. This data comes from ZeroHedge analysis of public records. High interest rates may
be contributing to the increase in filings. Inflation has also eroded the purchasing power of many households.
Employment instability is another factor driving these numbers. Regional variations exist with some states seeing higher
concentrations. Policy makers are monitoring the situation for signs of systemic risk. Housing advocates are calling for
intervention programs. The impact on neighborhood stability is a concern for communities. Credit scores of affected
individuals will suffer long-term damage. Banks are adjusting their risk models in response. The overall health of the
financial sector is being watched. Recovery efforts may be needed to stabilize the market.

Sources ZeroHedge

Vanishing CLO Profits Are Sparking Infighting

The 1.3 trillion dollar collateralized loan obligation market has deteriorated significantly. Investors are abandoning ship 
which is sparking a blame game among those involved. The CLO market was once a lucrative investment vehicle for 
institutional buyers. However, investor confidence in the market has plummeted due to poor performance. Lack of 
transparency is also a contributing factor to the decline. Key players include pension funds, hedge funds, and asset 
managers. Certain firms such as BlackRock and Wells Fargo are implicated in the decline. The reasons for the market's 
downturn are complex. A combination of factors including poor loan origination has contributed to its demise. Regulatory 
issues have also played a role in the current situation. The consequences of this collapse could be far-reaching. Losses 
for investors are becoming more likely. Destabilizing the broader financial markets is a potential risk. It matters because it 
highlights the risks associated with complex investment products. Greater transparency and regulation are needed in the 
financial industry. Infighting among managers is complicating resolution efforts. The future of the CLO market is
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uncertain.

Sources Bloomberg Markets

Your Netflix Bill Is Up 29 Percent In Just Over A Year

Monthly Netflix bills have increased by 29 percent over the past year. The rise in subscription costs has sparked
concerns among consumers and policymakers. Key individuals involved in this issue are likely Netflix executives.
Representatives from consumer advocacy groups are weighing in on the issue. Locations such as Washington D.C. are
relevant to the discussion. Why it matters is that a significant increase in costs can impact consumers' budgets. Viewing
habits may change as a result of the price hike. Policymakers and regulatory bodies may need to take notice of this trend.
They might consider potential solutions to address consumer concerns. Netflix is also spending big money on sports
rights. The company is making significant investments to expand content offerings. These investments matter as they aim
to increase visibility and appeal. Netflix hopes to boost engagement and retention rates ultimately. The stakes are high
with stiff competition from traditional networks. If successful, these moves could cement Netflix's position. Critics say
Washington needs to fix the pricing issue. The balance between cost and value is being tested.

Sources MarketWatch.MarketWatch

The Supreme Court's AI Collision Course

A super PAC funded by an AI company has been spending heavily on targeted advertising. There is no identifiable
human operative behind the spending. This is happening in a swing state raising concerns about AI influence in elections.
The super PAC's funding source and decision-making process are shrouded in secrecy. This makes it difficult to track
who is behind the campaign. This technology already exists and could allow wealthy individuals to influence elections.
Foreign governments could also potentially influence elections without being held accountable. Key organizations
involved include AI companies and their investors. They have raised over 100 million dollars for the 2026 midterms. The
US Supreme Court's current campaign finance doctrine may not be sufficient. This raises questions about what
constitutes speech. Serious legal scholars argue that the court's logic could lead to constitutional protections for AI. This
would have significant implications for American self-government. The stakes go beyond AI and campaign finance. They
relate to fundamental questions of how we regulate artificial intelligence. Balancing human and machine participation in
public life is crucial. The court may need to address this in upcoming rulings.

Sources ZeroHedge
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Oil's Battered Shock Absorbers Risk Price Spike as War Returns
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Oil's battered shock absorbers risk a price spike as war returns to the region. Global supply chains are vulnerable to
disruptions in key production areas. Conflict in the Middle East threatens to reduce output significantly. Markets are
reacting to the news of attacks on infrastructure. Prices could volatility increase sharply in the coming weeks. Traders are
hedging against potential shortages. Strategic reserves may be tapped if supplies dwindle. Consumer costs at the pump
are likely to rise. Economic growth could be hampered by higher energy prices. Inflationary pressures may resurge as a
result. Governments are monitoring the situation closely. Diplomatic efforts are underway to stabilize the region.
Alternative energy sources are being considered as backups. The shipping industry faces increased insurance costs.
Geopolitical risk premiums are being added to crude prices. Analysts warn of a potential sustained high price
environment. Energy security is once again a top priority for nations.

Sources Bloomberg Markets

General 1 dispatch

Russians Turn To Cash Putting More Strain On Slowing Wartime Economy

Despite the Russian government's efforts to crack down on the shadow economy, many Russians are still using cash.
They are avoiding financial institutions due to high taxes, fines, and other charges. The Kremlin has warned about this
trend to avoid pushing firms into the shadows. This undermines its own tax collection strategy. Key people involved
include Vladimir Putin and Alexander Kolyandr. Kolyandr criticized the government's approach as counterproductive.
Organizations such as Sberbank are affected by this trend. Many Russians are withdrawing large sums of money from
bank accounts. This happens despite high interest rates on deposits. The phenomenon is attributed to the Soviet-era
instinct of keeping money under the mattress. This has resurfaced despite economic stability. This trend matters because
it highlights ongoing challenges in Russia's efforts to regulate its economy. It addresses issues related to taxation,
corruption, and financial inclusion. The government's actions may be pushing citizens towards informal economies. This
undermines tax revenues and economic stability. The trend is significant during times of heightened security and inflation.
Citizens are more likely to use cash for fear of disruptions. Questions arise about the effectiveness of Russia's economic
policies.

Sources BBC News
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Prompt Injection Attacks Are Thwarting AI Hacking Agents

Researchers from Tracebit have discovered a technique called context bombing. This can be used to shut down 
AI-powered attacks by injecting malicious commands. The commands are injected into large language models to disrupt 
them. This technique involves embedding prompt injections alongside sensitive data. It causes the LLM to respond in a 
way that prevents it from following harmful actions. The researchers tested five leading LLMs and found context bombing 
was effective. It reduced successful attacks from 57-36 percent to 5-1 percent. Key people involved include Andy Smith,
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cofounder and CEO of Tracebit. Organizations involved include Amazon Web Services and various LLM companies. This
technique matters because it provides a new way for defenders to protect against AI-powered attacks. These attacks
have become increasingly common in recent years. By using context bombing, defenders can prevent LLMs from
exfiltrating sensitive data. This mitigates the risk of attack significantly. The research builds on previous findings by
Tracebit. It has significant implications for the security of LLMs and AWS infrastructure. Security teams are adopting
these new defensive measures. The field of AI security is evolving rapidly.

Sources Wired AI

Your Period Tracker Is Probably Spying on You

Security news this week highlights that your period tracker is probably spying on you. Privacy concerns are mounting
regarding health data applications. Many apps collect sensitive information without adequate user consent. This data can
be sold to third parties or used for targeted advertising. Users are often unaware of the extent of data collection.
Regulatory bodies are beginning to investigate these practices. Health data is considered highly sensitive under many
laws. Violations could lead to significant fines for app developers. Consumers are advised to review privacy policies
carefully. Alternative apps with better security standards are available. The issue highlights the broader problem of digital
privacy. Personal health information should be protected rigorously. Trust between users and developers is being eroded.
Legal action may be taken against offending companies. Awareness campaigns are needed to educate users. Data
minimization principles should be applied. The technology sector faces increased scrutiny over health apps.

Sources Wired AI

How Google's New Gemini Rates Work and How to Track Your Usage

Google has introduced new Gemini rates for its AI services. Users need to understand how these rates work to manage
costs. Tracking usage is essential for avoiding unexpected charges. The pricing structure varies based on the model and
usage volume. Enterprise customers have different tiers compared to individual users. API calls are metered according to
token consumption. Google provides dashboards for monitoring usage in real time. Alerts can be set up to notify users of
high spending. Budget caps are available to prevent overspending. Documentation is available to help developers
optimize their queries. The new rates reflect the computational cost of running large models. Competition in the AI market
is driving pricing strategies. Users should compare rates across different providers. Efficiency in prompt engineering can
reduce costs. Google is updating its billing systems to accommodate these changes. Support teams are ready to assist
with billing inquiries. Transparency in pricing is a key goal for the company.

Sources Wired AI
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