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The Brief

01Apple and Microsoft hike prices amid Al-driven memory chip shortage, sparking Wall Street sell-off.
02Trump administration delays OpenAl model release over security concerns while judge blocks voting restrictions.
03Devastating earthquakes strike Venezuela as Russia escalates diplomatic tensions with Romania.

04Ford rehires engineers after Al fails to replace human expertise; Anthropic accuses Alibaba of cloning attacks.

Technology

Apple and Microsoft Hike Prices Amid Memory Crunch

Apple has raised prices on Macs and iPads by up to 25% due to a global memory chip shortage driven by Al data center
demand, while Microsoft also increased Xbox console prices. Wall Street reacted negatively to the move, with shares
dropping significantly as analysts warn of further inflationary pressure on consumer electronics.

ZeroHedge Ars Technica

Trump Admin Delays OpenAl Model Release Over Security

The Trump administration has requested OpenAl delay the release of GPT-5.6 due to security concerns raised by the
Office of the National Cyber Director. OpenAl will initially offer the model to a small group of partners with government
approval required during the preview period to mitigate potential threats.


https://www.zerohedge.com/technology/apple-price-shock-macs-and-ipads-jump-200-or-more-memory-crisis-worsens
https://arstechnica.com/apple/2026/06/apple-ratchets-up-prices-blames-the-cost-of-memory/
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Related Judge Blocks Trump Admin Voting Restrictions for Midterms.Anthropic Accuses Alibaba of Massive Al Cloning Attack

NASA Rover Detects Potential Signatures of Ancient Life on Mars

NASA's Perseverance rover has detected complex organic carbon in ancient Martian mudstones within the Jezero crater.
While not definitive proof of life, the discovery suggests that habitability and organics may have been widespread across
the planet billions of years ago.

Slashdot

Anthropic Accuses Alibaba of Massive Al Cloning Attack

Anthropic has accused Alibaba of launching over 28.8 million exchanges to clone its leading Al model, Claude, using
fraudulent accounts and obfuscation techniques. The company warns that without stronger interventions, China could
reach comparable Al capabilities sooner and is urging Congress to update antitrust laws.

Slashdot

Related Trump Admin Delays OpenAl Model Release Over Security

Ford Rehires Engineers After Al Fails to Preserve Expertise

Ford has rehired 350 veteran engineers to mentor younger staff and reprogram Al tools after automated systems failed to
maintain quality control. The company's vice president acknowledged that relying solely on Al led to poor results,
highlighting the continued necessity of human expertise in manufacturing.

Slashdot

Adobe Acquires Image and Video Enhancement Tool Maker Topaz Labs

Adobe has announced the acquisition of Topaz Labs to integrate its Al models for video and image enhancement into
Adobe's creative business. The deal aims to strengthen Adobe's position in the editing space by optimizing large Al
models for consumer-grade GPUs.


https://yro.slashdot.org/story/26/06/25/215241/trump-administration-asks-openai-to-stagger-release-of-new-model
https://science.slashdot.org/story/26/06/25/0516211/nasa-rover-detects-potential-signatures-of-ancient-microbial-life-on-mars
https://yro.slashdot.org/story/26/06/25/1810226/anthropic-says-alibaba-must-be-punished-for-largest-claude-cloning-attack
https://slashdot.org/story/26/06/25/1624241/ford-rehires-350-engineers-after-ai-fails-to-preserve-expertise-or-train-juniors

TechCrunch

Polestar Banned From Selling Cars In US From Model Year 2027

The US Department of Commerce has denied Polestar authorization under the Connected Vehicle Rule, preventing the
company from selling new 2027 models in the US due to national security concerns. Polestar will continue to sell existing
inventory but will shift focus to other markets as it exits the US.

Slashdot

Instagram Launches TV App Features to Compete with YouTube

Instagram has launched new features for its smart TV app, including vertical Reels and horizontal videos, aiming to
capture more stationary viewing time. The company is testing dedicated channels for longform content to position itself as
a hub for microdrama and episodic series.

The Verge

New Effort Will Get Genome Sequences for Entire Endangered Species List

Colossal has announced a new program to store tissues and reproductive cells from endangered US species to create
whole genome sequences. The initiative partners with the US Fish and Wildlife Service to enable future restoration efforts
and make genomic data available to the scientific community.

Ars Technica

Google Finally Releases Finance Android App

Google has released its first standalone app for Google Finance on Android, featuring an Al-powered makeover that
generates key moments explaining stock performance. An iOS version is planned for later in 2026 as the company
transitions away from Flash-based web tools.

Ars Technica

Finance



https://techcrunch.com/2026/06/25/adobe-acquires-image-and-video-enhancement-tool-maker-topaz-labs/
https://tech.slashdot.org/story/26/06/25/2046248/polestar-banned-from-selling-cars-in-us-from-model-year-2027
https://www.theverge.com/tech/956456/instagram-for-tv-youtube-microdramas-longform-video
https://arstechnica.com/science/2026/06/new-effort-will-get-genome-sequences-for-entire-endangered-species-list/
https://arstechnica.com/google/2026/06/google-finance-finally-gets-a-mobile-app-as-ai-powered-overhaul-leaves-beta/

Mayor Blames Slavery As Chicago Wrestles With Deadly Crime Spree

Chicago experienced a surge in violent crime over Father's Day weekend, prompting Mayor Brandon Johnson to blame
income inequality and historical factors rather than parenting issues. Critics argue the city's failure to enforce curfews or
address juvenile delinquency highlights a need for leadership change.

ZeroHedge

Judge Blocks Trump Admin Voting Restrictions for Midterms

A federal judge in Boston has blocked key parts of President Trump's executive order on mail-in voting, preventing the
administration from enforcing directives for the November midterms. The ruling found no federal law authorizes a
nationwide list of eligible voters using federal citizenship data.

ZeroHedge

Related Trump Admin Delays OpenAl Model Release Over Security

JPMorgan Succession Race Narrows to All-Male Contenders

JPMorgan has promoted Doug Petno and Troy Rohrbaugh as co-presidents, effectively making them front-runners to
succeed CEO Jamie Dimon. The move narrows the field from initially including several women, highlighting ongoing
challenges for female leadership on Wall Street.

Business Insider

Romania

Devastating Earthquakes Strike Venezuela

Two powerful earthquakes with magnitudes of 7.2 and 7.5 hit Venezuela, causing widespread destruction in Caracas and
leaving hundreds dead. The Colombian government reported the quake was felt in Bogota, while Venezuelan officials
ordered gas suspensions and declared a state of urgency.

Antena 3


https://www.zerohedge.com/political/mayor-blames-slavery-chicago-wrestles-with-deadly-crime-spree
https://www.zerohedge.com/political/federal-judge-blocks-trump-administrations-mail-voting-restrictions-national-voter
https://www.businessinsider.com/jpmorgan-women-ceo-succession-race-dimon-rohrbaugh-petno-lake-2026-6
https://www.antena3.ro/externe/doua-cutremure-de-7-2-si-7-5-au-lovit-venezuela-cladiri-prabusite-in-caracas-a-fost-declarata-stare-de-urgenta-793343.html

Romania Signs €3 Billion Air Defense Deal with Israel

The Romanian Ministry of National Defence has signed a contract with Israeli company Rafael to purchase short-range
air defense systems worth over 3 billion lei. The deal includes integrated systems and training, marking a major step in
Romania's military modernization efforts.

Biziday

Related Russia Closes Romanian Consulate in Diplomatic Escalation

Russia Closes Romanian Consulate in Diplomatic Escalation

Russia has ordered the closure of the Romanian consulate in Constanta and issued an expulsion notice to the Romanian
ambassador in Moscow. The move is a response to Romania's decision to declare a Russian consul persona non grata
following a drone incident in Galati.

Biziday

Related Romania Signs €3 Billion Air Defense Deal with Israel

Romania Has Lowest Prices in European Union

According to Eurostat data, Romania has the lowest prices for goods and services among EU member states, while
Luxembourg has the highest. Economists attribute the differences to salary levels and productivity, noting that purchasing
power is more important than price labels.

Antena 3

Nicusor Dan Defends Appointment of Prime Minister Tomac

Romanian President Nicusor Dan has defended his decision to appoint Prime Minister Eugen Tomac, claiming he had a
reasonable expectation of forming a majority. Dan admitted expectations did not materialize due to changes in leaders'
opinions, sparking controversy over the government formation.

Antena 3


https://www.biziday.ro/361890-2/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=361890-2
https://www.biziday.ro/361858-2/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=361858-2
https://www.antena3.ro/economic/in-ce-tari-europene-este-cel-mai-scump-si-cel-mai-ieftin-sa-traiesti-romania-are-cele-mai-mici-preturi-din-uniunea-europeana-793364.html
https://www.antena3.ro/politica/nicusor-dan-lasa-de-inteles-ca-bolojan-l-ar-fi-mintit-cand-l-am-desemnat-pe-eugen-tomac-ma-asteptam-ca-o-sa-fie-o-majoritate-793466.html

Cuba Prepares for Potential US Invasion

Despite limited modern capabilities, Cuban authorities appear prepared to fight back against potential US aggression
amid increasing pressure from the Trump administration. Reports suggest Cuba has acquired drones and is projecting a
strong image through propaganda despite military disrepair.

Antena 3

World Cup Ball Reaches Space for ISS Experiment

NASA and ESA astronauts have conducted experiments with an official 2026 FIFA World Cup football in microgravity on
the International Space Station. The study aims to improve understanding of aerodynamics and sensor technology for
future competitions.

Antena 3

General

University Degrees Earnings Vary Widely Across Lifetimes

The Minister for Skills has emphasized the importance of informed university choices following an IFS report on
poor-quality courses. Experts stress the value of creative subjects and high-quality apprenticeships as alternatives to
traditional degrees in a changing job market.

BBC News

End of briefing.
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