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The Brief

01The Kremlin announced a surprise shift in strategy by inviting the European Union to participate in peace
negotiations for Ukraine alongside Russia and the United States.

02Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic conceded electoral defeat after more than 12 years in power, marking a
major political victory for anti-corruption student protesters.

03American households are facing increased financial strain as gas prices rise to $4.29 per gallon while President
Trump highlights record profits for oil companies.

04Apple's newly released foldable iPhone Duo is encountering significant durability issues with users reporting
hinge failures shortly after purchase.

05Romania’s government triggered social unrest after implementing controversial fiscal measures to reduce the
budget deficit from 6.2% to 5.2% of GDP.

Romania

Guvernul Niculescu taie din deficit si provoaca nemultumiri sociale

Guvernul condus de Luca Niculescu a anuntat o serie de masuri fiscale controversate pentru reducerea deficitului
bugetar. Executivul isi propune sa scada deficitul de la 6,2% din PIB in acest an la 5,2% in anul urmator. Aceasta
reducere ar genera economii de aproximativ 21 de miliarde de lei pentru bugetul de stat. Printre masurile adoptate se
numara si eliminarea impozitului minim pe cifra de afaceri, cunoscut ca IMCA. Anul trecut, acest impozit a contribuit cu
2,7 miliarde de lei la veniturile bugetare, iar pierderea aceasta ingrijoreaza analistii. Guvernul sustine ca se bazeaza pe o
colectare mai eficienta a taxelor si pe o crestere economica de 2,2%. Totusi, expertii economici considera aceste tinte
nerealiste Tn contextul actual. Se discuté despre reducerea cheltuielilor de stat ca principald metoda de atingere a tintelor



fiscale. Aproximativ 400 de localitati sunt vizate de aceste decizii si trebuie sa faca taieri voluntare de cheltuieli. Exista
temeri serioase privind capacitatea guvernului de a livra targeturile fiscale asumate. Reducerea cheltuielilor ar putea
duce la o pierdere de 3% din PIB pentru guvernul central. Skepticismul este larg raspandit printre economisti privind
fezabilitatea planului. in paralel, premierul Niculescu a convocat sindicatele pentru negocieri privind salariile si pensiile.
Sindicatele cer protejarea puterii de cumparare si o crestere a salariului minim cu 675 de lei brut. Angajatorii pushes
pentru o amanare cu un an a next wage hike. Deficitul bugetar ramane o preocupare majora pentru noua executiv. Fostul
presedinte Traian Basescu a comentat instabilitatea politica generata de aceste masuri. El considera ca premierul
Niculescu a preluat controlul prin vicepremierul Neacusu. Basescu avertizeaza ca situatia se poate escalada daca
contextul social se inrautateste. Viitorul aliantei dintre PNL si USR ramane incert in lipsa unor lideri puternici.

Ziarul Financiar Antena 3 HotNews.ro

Ziua Armatei: Mesaje de securitate si exercitii NATO in spatiul romanesc

Cu ocazia Zilei Armatei Roméne, presedintele Nicusor Dan a subliniat necesitatea abordarii provocarilor majore de
securitate. Dan a pledat pentru investitii consistente in apararea tarii si modernizarea structurilor militare. Razboiul Rusiei
impotriva Ucrainei genereaza amenintari fara precedent in regiunea Marii Negre. Presedintele a promis mentinerea unui
buget al apararii solid si continuarea inzestrarii armatei. Programul SAFE pentru revitalizarea industriei de aparare a tarii
este o prioritate declarata. Libertatea de navigatie In Marea Neagra este pusa in risc de conflictul ongoing. Actiunile vor fi
coordonate cu NATO si Uniunea Europeana pentru contracararea threat-urilor. Ambasada SUA a laudat colaborarea
militara stransa cu Romania intr-un comunicat comun. Parteneriatul este esential pentru siguranta flancului estic al
Aliantei Nord-Atlantice. Fortele Armate Roméane sarbatoresc ziua nationala prin ceremonii militare si religioase.
Evenimentele au loc in Bucuresti si in principalele baze militare din tara. Germania va participa cu avioane de lupta la un
exercitiu militar in spatiul aerial al Romaniei. Acest exercitiu face parte din Coalitia Voluntarilor pentru Ucraina si va avea
loc in noiembrie. Fortele germane vor contribui cu 10 ofiteri si doua aeronave A400M pentru suport logistic. Exercitiul
testeaza readiness-ul operational al fortei multinationale formate de aliatii Ucrainei. Comanda exercitiului este asigurata
de Franta si Marea Britanie Tn vederea unui viitor acord de pace. Coalitia include aproximativ 34 de tari care au semnat
acordul Tn decembrie anul trecut. Participarea Germaniei este vazuta ca un semn de unitate cu partenerii din regiune.
Implicarea puterilor majore subliniaza importanta eforturilor pentru o rezolutie pasnica. Scara operatiunii rdmane neclara,
dar estimarile sugereaza implicarea a 1.500 de personal militar.
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Schimbare de regim in Serbia si controversa reclamelor platite din Romania

Serbia traverseaza o schimbare politica majora dupa ce Aleksandar Vucic si-a recunoscut infringerea in alegerile
parlamentare. Fostul presedinte, aflat la putere de peste 12 ani, a admis victoria Listei Studentilor. Noul partid format de
protestatarii anti-coruptie este estimat sa obtina 135-140 de locuri in parlament. Partidul de guvernare va retain
aproximativ 105 locuri, pierzand majoritatea confortabila. Protestele au inceput in noiembrie 2024 dupé prabusirea unei
cladiri in Novi Sad. Studentii cer reforme anti-coruptie si standarde mai bune in educatie si governance. Vucic a dizolvat
parlamentul si a decis sa se retraga ca raspuns la proteste si unpopularity. Prezenta la vot a fost ridicata, de 70%,
indicand o mobilizare fara precedent a cetatenilor. Victoria studentilor marcheaza o schimbare semnificativa in politica
sarba si regionald. Rezultatul ar putea servi ca model pentru alte miscari studentesti din Europa. Tn timpul campaniei, au
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aparut reclame politice controversate platite din Roméania. BBC a descoperit zeci de pagini de Facebook difuzand mesaje
impotriva opozitiei sérbe. Reclamele au fost platite in lei roméanesti de o firma din Craiova, Bmobile SRL. Valoarea totala
a reclamelor a ajuns la cel putin 29.437 de lei pana la mijlocul lunii octombrie. Meta a confirmat legaturile cu Romania si
a eliminat paginile respective. Legile din Serbia interzic finantarea din strainatate a publicitatii politice electorale.
Reclamele contineau afirmatii nedovedite despre liderii miscarii studentesti. Acestea 1i acuzau de violenta sau neglijenta
fara a prezenta dovezi concrete. Implicatiile alegerilor sunt semnificative pentru relatiile Serbiei cu vecinii si UE. Viitorul
guvern va fi format de Lista Studentilor, promitand o noua directie pentru tara.

Antena 3 Biziday Antena 3

Rusia schimba tactica: invitatie pentru UE la pace si retragere navala

Kremlinul a facut un anunt surpriza privind includerea Europei in negocierile de pace pentru Ucraina. luri Usakov,
consilierul lui Putin, a stated ca pozitia UE could be crucial in proces. Rusia sugereaza un format trilateral involving
Russia, Ukraine, and the US for discussions. SUA nu a reusit sa pressure Kievul sa accepteze un acord de pace anterior.
UE a fost indemnata la caution against Russia, dar acum este invited la talks. Se discuta despre o posibila intalnire intre
Putin, Xi Jinping si Donald Trump in China. intainirea ar putea avea loc in timpul summitului APEC si pregatirile au
inceput. Implicarea UE este vizuta pozitiv pentru o abordare comprehensiva a conflictului. In paralel, navele militare ale
Rusiei au disparut din Marea Mediterana pentru doua luni. Aceasta este prima absentd completa a prezentei navale ruse
in regiune din ultimul deceniu. Un oficial NATO a confirmat aceasta absenta intre iulie si inceputul lui septembrie 2026.
Motivul include accesul redus la bazele navale siriene si challenges logistice. Rusia se concentreaza mai mult pe
protecting economic interests in Marea Baltica si Europa. Expertii warn ca Rusia mentine interest strategic si capability
sa revina in regiune. Portul Tartus din Siria si stramtoarea Bosfor sunt locatii cheie Tn acest context. De asemenea, Rusia
vinde rezerve de aur pentru a cover budget deficits caused de war. Aproximativ 100 de tone de aur au ajuns pe piata din
Hong Kong Tn primul semestru. Principalul cumparator este Banca Populara a Chinei, conform rapoartelor financiare.
Aceasta este cea mai mare vanzare de aur a Rusiei din 1998 pana in prezent. Kazahstan planifica si ea sa vanda o parte
din rezerve pentru profit in acest context.
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Also in Romania

lliana lotova si Andrei Ghiurov merg in turul 2 al alegerilor prezidentiale bulgare, conform datelor exitpoll. Prezenta
extrem de mica

Paradoxul razboiului din Iran. Khamenei daduse o fatwa impotriva bombei atomice, dar a fost ucis, iar radicalii cer
acum arme nucleare

Arheologii au descoperit un fort roman disparut, care ar putea dezlega un mister vechi de 1.700 de ani
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Rusia revine pe scena sportiva internationala: Campionatele Mondiale de haltere din 2030 vor avea loc la Moscova

Marine Le Pen promite un guvern de ,uniune nationald” si ,pluralist”, condus de Bardella

Emiratele Arabe au inchis toate plajele de la nord de Dubai, din cauza unei deverséri masive de petrol. In zon& se
simte si un miros puternic (intepator, chimic), dar autoritatile dau asigurari ca aerul nu prezinta riscuri pentru
sanatatea oamenilor. Numeroasele nave avariate in conflictul din Golf din acest an au dus la poluari serioase pe
ambele tarmuri ale Stramtorii Hormuz.

Polonia se vrea poarta de intrare a Indiei in Europa

Economistii vad BCE scumpind creditul pentru ultima data in decembrie. Pietele pariaza pe mai multe majorari de
dobanzi

,Sfarsit de drum” pentru celebra sosea de gheata din Marele Nord inghetat. Pentru prima data in 50 de ani, nu va
mai exista

Val de proteste in Europa, din Albania si pana in Portugalia. Mii de persoane arestate in Franta, ltalia si Spania

Finance

Trump on high gas prices: 'We're making a freaking fortune'

US oil companies are reporting significant profits with revenues increasing by $140 billion year over year. Meanwhile, the
average US gas price has risen to $4.29 a gallon, causing strain on households. President Donald Trump stated that oil
prices are only temporarily high amidst these conditions. He attributed the surge to disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz
which have shifted buyers to American companies. Specific regions benefiting include Texas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana
where production remains robust. This situation highlights a disconnect between wealthy oil companies and the
struggling American public. Many citizens are currently facing an affordability crisis due to these elevated fuel costs.
Diesel prices have also seen a significant impact with rates rising to $6.35 a gallon. Trump's comments on the issue are
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unlikely to win over an electorate concerned about gas prices. This is particularly sensitive just before the upcoming
midterm elections where economy is key. The White House has not yet commented on Trump's specific statements
regarding the profits. Trump has taken steps to lower gas prices including a deal with Putin to import Russian diesel. The
article raises concerns about the government's response to the ongoing affordability crisis. There is significant impact on
ordinary Americans who rely on affordable transport for work. Overall, the issue remains a critical flashpoint for the
national economic debate.

Business Insider

Related Stocks & Credit: Cheap, But Getting Cheaper? Energy: Not So Much?

Stocks & Credit: Cheap, But Getting Cheaper? Energy: Not So Much?

Oil prices are currently at their highest level since May due to geopolitical tensions. Diesel prices are also rising alongside
crude as disruptions affect the supply chain. Peter Tchir notes that 50-60% of capital expenditures on big tech go to the
compute buildout. This spending accounts for 0.75-1% of real GDP growth according to recent analysis. The importance
of compute spend to markets and the economy cannot be overstated in this cycle. Meanwhile, credit risk is seen as
cheap but with a risk that sentiment could mark the bottom. There is a concern that the pace of supply might change and
alter market dynamics. The pressure on credit is largely in the names and sectors that deserve it currently. Spreads are
still moving in an orderly and directed manner despite the caution. However, there is a risk that the cheapness and supply
turn could lead to selling pressure. The author is in a yellow alert or caution flag phase on credit spreads. The US
Treasury yield finished the week lower benefiting from slowing compute spend. French 10-year bond yields rose for the
first time since 2013 during the same period. The article concludes that the computer spend is the single biggest story
facing the economy. Investors are watching closely to see if the tech buildout sustains growth.

ZeroHedge

Related Trump on high gas prices: 'We're making a freaking fortune'

Baht to Rebound on Inflows Into Nation's Bonds, Analysts Say

The Thai baht is seen nearing a turning point with analysts predicting a rebound in the currency. Credit Agricole CIB and
Krung Thai Bank Pcl are forecasting a gain of 3% to 32.8 per dollar. This marks a significant turnaround from the baht's
slide of over 8% since February. Foreign money is returning to Thailand's bonds which is supporting the currency value.
An improving current account is also underpinning the positive outlook for the baht. The forecasts are driven by a more
predictable monetary policy outlook from the central bank. Thailand is a major economy in the region and its currency
moves matter globally. A strengthening baht could have implications for trade and investment flows in Asia. The Thai
baht closed at 33.76 per dollar on Friday before these forecasts emerged. The improving outlook is also underpinned by
the nation's economic growth figures. A growing trade surplus is helping to stabilize the local currency against the
greenback. Overall, the forecast suggests a brighter future for the Thai economy in the near term. Investors are showing
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renewed confidence in Thai assets after a period of weakness. The shift indicates broader stability in emerging market
bonds currently. Currency traders are adjusting positions based on these inflow expectations.

Bloomberg Markets

Ottawa's Counter-Tariffs On US Costing Canadians $100 Million Weekly,
Economist Says

Canada's retaliatory tariffs on US imports are estimated to be costing consumers around $100 million per week.
University of Calgary economics professor Trevor Tombe provided these estimates recently. The tariffs are also raising
prices by about 0.25 percent across affected goods. These tariffs were imposed in response to US tariffs on Canadian
products. They affected $28 billion of American imports including farm equipment and electronics. Tombe testified before
the House of Commons foreign affairs committee regarding the impact. He stated that the tariffs cut half a percentage
point from the disposable income of low earners. The retaliatory tariffs were aimed at shielding domestic producers from
competition. They were also designed to apply pressure on the US government to remove its tariffs. Industry Minister
Mélanie Joly stated that the tariffs were being applied to target specific states. However, Tombe argued that the
economic case for retaliation was thin overall. He noted that the tariffs only added costs for Canadian consumers
primarily. The measures have a limited effect on US policy according to the economist. He suggested that the US tariffs
were a fundamental change in how the US economy operates. The average US tariff on Canadian goods is currently
around 8 percent.

ZeroHedge

Trump Says He Might Support Student Loan Interest Cap

President Donald Trump has expressed support for a bill capping federal student loan interest rates at 2.5%. This is a
long-standing issue championed by Rep. Anna Paulina Luna from Florida. The bill is part of a broader effort to reduce the
burden of student loan debt on borrowers. Democrats have also introduced legislation to eliminate interest on federal
student loans entirely. Key figures involved include Rep. Joe Courtney and Sen. Peter Welch among others. The issue
matters because the current interest rates range from 6.52% to 9.07%. These high rates make it difficult for borrowers to
manage their debt effectively. Student loan debt affects 43 million borrowers across the United States. Outstanding
federal loans total $1.7 trillion which is a significant economic liability. The proposed interest rate cap is seen as a crucial
step towards reducing borrowing costs. It would alleviate the financial burden on many young Americans currently. The
bill is currently pending in the House Committee on Education and the Workforce. Rep. Michael Lawler's Affordable
Loans for Students bill sits alongside this proposal. The issue is timely with the federal student loan payment pause
having ended recently. Interest resumed shortly after the pause ended in September 2023.

ZeroHedge
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Democrats Retreat From House Races They Hoped To Flip

"Political Earthquake" Rocks British Columbia: Conservatives Win Election For First Time Since 1928

I'm a doctor. | ditched traditional health insurance for my family of 4, and I'm not looking back.

Champagne Communist: AOC Campaign Blows Nearly $50K On Luxury Hotels

After a long, strange trip, this CEO is close to taking a psilocybin pill to market

Are Silicon Valley software engineers really as rich as they seem? Check out this ranking.

One of Google DeepMind's top execs says lifelong learners will have an edge in the Al workplace

Bill Gates Faces Court Over Claims COVID Jabs Were 'Lethal Biological Weapons'

"May You Burn In Hell": Musk Clarifies Why Starlink Speed Limits Were Throttled In Ukraine

House Dems Target Hegseth For Impeachment If They Win Midterms

General

Data centre debate heats up ahead of US midterms - here's what you need to
know
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Public backlash against the expansion of data centres is growing significantly ahead of the US midterm elections. These
warehouse-like buildings consume enormous amounts of electricity and are central to the Al boom. Environmental
concerns are fuelling the opposition to new developments across the country. Both Republicans and opposition
Democrats are now coming out against the development of new data centres. This bipartisan opposition puts critics on a
collision course with US President Donald Trump. President Trump has dismissed the pushback as a sick conspiracy
during recent public statements. The data centre boom is raising serious concerns about the environmental impact of the
industry. Growth is driven by their increasing role in powering services like ChatGPT and Claude. As a result, public
anger is growing rapidly among local communities. The issue is gaining international attention beyond just the United
States borders. Opposition to data centre expansion is not just a US issue but a global concern. The industry is becoming
a significant environmental and social issue that requires attention. Voters are increasingly weighing these infrastructure
projects against their ecological footprints. Local zoning meetings have become contentious as residents voice their
frustrations. Energy companies are struggling to balance demand with sustainability goals. The midterm elections on 3
November will test the political viability of these projects. Candidates are being forced to take clear stances on technology
infrastructure. Advocacy groups are mobilizing to halt construction in sensitive areas. The debate highlights the tension
between technological progress and environmental preservation. Action is required to address the growing discontent
among the electorate.

BBC News

Death toll in Nigeria village raided by gunmen rises to 48, police say

The death toll from a recent attack on a remote village in Nigeria's Taraba state has risen to at least 48. Police confirmed
the updated figures following the violent incursion on Friday. The attack was carried out by unidentified gunmen who
arrived on motorcycles. These assailants looted shops and set houses ablaze during the raid. The gunmen targeted the
village of Binnari specifically during Muslim prayers. Many residents were killed or injured while fleeing in fear during the
chaos. Amnesty International has confirmed 52 deaths citing sources on the ground. Local community members provided
accounts of the devastation to investigators. The assault continued for up to four hours before the attackers fled. State
police responded to the scene but arrived after the gunmen had left. This incident highlights ongoing security concerns in
Nigeria's north-east region. The area has been plagued by violence from jihadist groups and armed gangs. The attack
comes ahead of Nigeria's upcoming elections where insecurity is a major issue. Authorities have been accused of failing
to protect rural communities from such attacks. Many residents feel vulnerable due to the lack of consistent security
presence. Human rights organizations are calling for greater accountability from the government. The violence
underscores the fragility of stability in the region. Families are mourning the loss of loved ones amidst the destruction.
International observers are watching the situation closely ahead of the vote. Immediate action is needed to prevent
further loss of life in Taraba state.

BBC News

Funding set to double for plan to get rough sleepers off streets by Christmas

The National Housing Federation is working to identify 2,000 potential homes and bed spaces in England. This plan aims
to get rough sleepers off streets by Christmas this year. Housing associations are partnering to include empty properties
that could be repurposed. However, concerns remain about whether this will be enough to address the crisis. The current
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estimated 4,793 people are sleeping rough on a single night in England. Organizations are calling for the government to
do more to prevent homelessness. The government is under pressure to restore Local Housing Allowance rates to reflect
local rents. Restoring these rates would help prevent homelessness and reduce reliance on temporary accommodation.
The Resolution Foundation estimates that over 1.1 million low-income renters are struggling to pay rent. The gap
between income and rent is expected to reach a record high this October. The opposition Labour party is coming under
criticism for their handling of homelessness. Conservative MP Lam accused them of failing to solve the problem
effectively. The Conservative government has set up the Bed Every Night scheme recently. This scheme provides over
600 beds per night for people in need. Critics argue that this current provision is not enough to meet demand. The
government is expected to face pressure to address the issue in their upcoming Budget. Winter conditions pose a
significant risk to those currently sleeping outdoors. Charities are urging faster action to secure permanent housing
solutions. The funding set to double is a positive step but may fall short of needs. Collaborative efforts between sectors
are essential to solve this social issue.

BBC News
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England lose to Pakistan after improbable last-wicket stand
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Technology

rlopensource Bans Al Projects Amid Community Backlash

The moderators of the popular r/opensource community have enacted controversial new submission rules. These rules
explicitly ban projects that utilize artificial intelligence in their development or functionality. The moderators cite a
fundamental incongruence between Al technologies and the core values of open source. This decision has immediately
sparked a firestorm of complaints from within the community. Many users feel the new regulations are overly broad and
potentially misguided. Others argue that the language used in the rules is too vague to be enforced fairly. The community
is now deeply divided over the future direction of the subreddit. Some moderators, including one known as Wolverine, are
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attempting to provide nuance to the situation. They are trying to offer flexibility to the rules to accommodate legitimate
concerns. The controversy highlights the challenges of balancing community values with practical development needs.
This decision may have a broader impact on the open-source movement as a whole. There are concerns it could affect
the ability of solo developers to participate. Non-English-speaking members might also find themselves disproportionately
affected by these changes. The debate reflects wider industry tensions regarding Al integration in software. The situation
remains fluid as moderators review the feedback received.

The Verge

YouTuber Dissection Reveals Cause of iPhone Duo Hinge Failures

Apple's newly released iPhone Duo is facing significant durability issues shortly after launch. Users are reporting that the
foldable phone's hinge often cracks and breaks after only a few hours of use. The failures appear to occur consistently in
the same specific spot on the device. YouTube personality CuriousHagi conducted extensive durability testing to
investigate the problem. He subsequently disassembled the phone to uncover the mechanical cause of the failures. His
findings suggest the hinge's complex design is the primary culprit behind the breakage. The design includes multiple links
and a thinner link that snapped easily during testing. The location of the break was identified as a small notch within the
mechanism. This suggests that the hinge may be catching on a support plate during normal operation. This issue matters
significantly because it raises concerns about Apple's foldable technology. The reliability of the device is now being
questioned by potential consumers. Consumer satisfaction and trust in the company's products could be negatively
affected. The iPhone Duo represents Apple's first entry into the foldable phone market. Early hardware failures may
impact its overall market performance and sales figures. The situation underscores the engineering challenges inherent
in foldable form factors.

The Verge

Zen Browser Emerges as Privacy-Focused Arc Replacement

The Arc browser is no longer available for download to new users. Its developer, Atlassian, has shifted its strategic focus
to the Al-focused browser Dia. This transition has left many users searching for a viable replacement for the software.
Zen Browser has emerged as a strong contender to fill the void left by Arc. It is a free and open-source project that
mimics Arc's distinctive interface. Zen boasts features like a launcher-like pinned sites section and a unique tab bar. The
browser also supports modifications, allowing for deeper customization by users. Unlike Arc, Zen is Al-free and prioritizes
user privacy and experience above all. The software is built on Firefox, ensuring compatibility with existing ecosystems.
Users can install Firefox extensions, offering a more seamless transition for migrants. While Zen has its limitations, it has
improved significantly from its buggy early builds. One current limitation is the inability to play DRM-protected video
content. The Zen Team is actively working to obtain a Widevine license to address this issue. Overall, Zen is an excellent
alternative for those looking for a privacy-focused browser. Users are encouraged to test Zen as the primary successor to
the Arc experience.

The Verge


https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/1018217/reddit-opensource-ai-ban
https://www.theverge.com/tech/1018290/dissected-iphone-duo-crackgate-hinge-screen
https://www.theverge.com/tech/1018275/zen-browser-arc-replacement

End of briefing. News Digest . 15 stories . 24 in brief . 4 sections



	News Digest

