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The Brief

01A severe heatwave sweeps across Europe, breaking records in Germany and Denmark while triggering
emergency health responses in Romania.

02Ukraine escalates pressure on Russia with a new 40-day offensive and a significant strike on a Volgograd arms
factory.

03Serbia's President Vucic announces resignation and early elections following months of anti-corruption protests.
04The Trump administration relaxes restrictions on Anthropic's advanced Al model, signaling a shift in US Al policy.

05Global markets react to Bitcoin's sharp decline and Germany's proposed tax cuts under Chancellor Merz.

Romania

Romania Declares Heatwave Emergency Amid Red Code Warnings

Romanian authorities have activated emergency plans as a severe heatwave brings temperatures up to 40°C, prompting
the Health Ministry to request additional ambulance crews. The National Meteorological Service warned of extreme
phenomena including violent storms following three days of intense heat.
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Related Heatwave Shatters Records Across Germany, Denmark and Czech Republic. UK Parents Book Hotels with AC to Survive Heatwave US Energy

Minister Sparks Outrage Over Heatwave Death Comments


https://www.antena3.ro/meteo/3-zile-de-foc-in-romania-apoi-furtuni-violente-sefa-anm-e-posibil-sa-ne-apropiem-de-45-de-grade-la-nivelul-temperaturilor-resimtite-793680.html
https://www.antena3.ro/actualitate/ministerul-sanatatii-cere-serviciilor-de-ambulanta-sa-si-suplimenteze-echipajele-din-cauza-codului-roșu-de-canicula-793667.html
https://www.biziday.ro/362116-2/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=362116-2

Ukraine Strikes Russian Arms Factory in Volgograd with Flamingo Missiles

President Zelenski confirmed that Ukrainian forces used Flamingo cruise missiles to destroy a key military equipment
factory in Volgograd. The strike targets Russia's industrial capacity approximately 400 kilometers from the border.

Antena 3

Related Zelensky Announces 40-Day Pressure Offensive Against Russia

Serbia President Vucic Resigns and Calls Early Elections

Aleksandar Vucic announced his resignation and called for early presidential and parliamentary elections following
months of anti-corruption protests. The decision comes after student-led demonstrations culminated in a tragic incident at
a train station last year.

Antena 3

Motreanu Suggests PSD Candidate for Prime Minister Under Nicusor Dan

Dan Motreanu proposed a scenario where President Nicusor Dan could appoint a PSD candidate as prime minister
without party approval. This political maneuver highlights ongoing power dynamics and potential compromises between
PNL and PSD.

HotNews.ro

Former Minister Rogobete Challenges Bolojan to Visit Oncology Ward

Former Health Minister Alexandru Rogobete invited interim Prime Minister Ilie Bolojan to meet at a hospital oncology
ward to discuss healthcare access. Rogobete emphasized that political leadership should prioritize citizens' lives over
bureaucratic calculations.

Antena 3

ANAF Uncovers Major lllegal Crypto Mining Operation in Satu Mare


https://www.antena3.ro/externe/ucraina-a-lovit-cu-rachete-flamingo-o-fabrica-de-armament-din-volgograd-anunta-zelenski-793664.html
https://www.antena3.ro/externe/presedintele-serbiei-aleksandar-vucic-a-anuntat-ca-demisioneaza-si-ca-urmeaza-alegeri-generale-anticipate-793684.html
https://hotnews.ro/scenariul-vehiculat-de-motreanu-inainte-de-noua-desemnare-de-premier-a-lui-nicusor-dan-de-ce-nu-chiar-constantin-toma-2286357
https://www.antena3.ro/politica/rogobete-il-invita-pe-bolojan-sa-mearga-cu-el-pe-holurile-unei-sectii-de-oncologie-la-patul-bolnavului-nu-exista-propaganda-si-sondaje-793683.html

Romanian fiscal authorities shut down a clandestine cryptocurrency mining operation using 407 equipment units in a
deserted building. The facility consumed over 7 million lei in electricity without declaring any economic activity.
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General

Heatwave Shatters Records Across Germany, Denmark and Czech Republic

The Czech Republic recorded its highest-ever temperature at 40.8C while Denmark and Switzerland also experienced
unprecedented heat. Scientists attribute the extreme weather to climate change and a persistent high-pressure heat
dome.
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Related Romania Declares Heatwave Emergency Amid Red Code Warnings

UK Parents Book Hotels with AC to Survive Heatwave

Families in the UK are booking hotels with air conditioning to escape record-breaking temperatures reaching 37°C. Hotel
industry data shows searches for air-conditioned rooms have tripled in the past week.
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Related Romania Declares Heatwave Emergency Amid Red Code Warnings

US Energy Minister Sparks Outrage Over Heatwave Death Comments

The American Energy Minister provoked controversy in Europe by stating that more people die in winter than summer
during a heatwave. The comment came as Western Europe faces severe high temperatures and infrastructure
disruptions.
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https://www.zf.ro/eveniment/anaf-facut-public-primul-caz-privind-activitate-clandestina-minare-23180680
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2vdydz31no?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.antena3.ro/mediu/parintii-cu-bebelusi-rezerva-camere-de-hotel-cu-aer-conditionat-ca-sa-supravietuiasca-valului-de-caldura-din-marea-britanie-793682.html
https://www.antena3.ro/externe/ministrul-american-al-energiei-revolta-europa-in-plin-val-de-canicula-nu-va-mai-plangeti-mor-mai-multi-oameni-iarna-decat-vara-793661.html

Related Romania Declares Heatwave Emergency Amid Red Code Warnings

Australia Doubles Penalties for Social Media Age Ban Breaches

The Australian government plans to double maximum penalties for platforms breaching the social media minimum age
law to $99m. Investigations are ongoing into alleged non-compliance by major platforms including TikTok and Instagram.
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Zelensky Announces 40-Day Pressure Offensive Against Russia

President Zelensky launched a new 40-day operation to pressure Russia into ending the war amid rising drone attacks on
energy infrastructure. Western intelligence warns of potential escalation risks including hybrid operations targeting NATO.

ZeroHedge

Related Ukraine Strikes Russian Arms Factory in Volgograd with Flamingo Missiles

German Chancellor Merz Proposes Tax Cuts to Combat Economic Crisis

Germany's coalition government is negotiating a €20 billion income tax reduction benefiting low-income earners to
revitalize the economy. The plan marks a rare agreement between coalition partners on tax and pension reforms.

Ziarul Financiar

Bitcoin Plummets Below $60k as Strategist Labels It ‘Useless’

Bitcoin dropped to $59,948 representing a 19% decline in June as investment strategist Jeremy Grantham criticized its
value. Grantham predicted the cryptocurrency will fade into irrelevance due to volatility and lack of intrinsic worth.

Slashdot


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c78yv5g74e9o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.zerohedge.com/geopolitical/zelensky-telegraphs-40-day-pressure-offensive-russia-fueling-fears-slide-toward-ww3
https://www.zf.ro/eveniment/modelul-german-de-a-combate-criza-cancelarul-merz-vrea-sa-taie-23183339
https://news.slashdot.org/story/26/06/27/0257237/bitcoin-drops-again-skeptical-investment-strategist-calls-it-useless?utm_source=rss1.0mainlinkanon&utm_medium=feed

Trump Signs Executive Order to Boost Regenerative Agriculture

President Trump signed an order promoting regenerative agriculture practices to support farmers and boost food supply
security. The directive instructs agencies to research chemical exposure and expand pilot programs for soil health.

ZeroHedge

Economists Clarify Milton Friedman's Inflation Quote Amid Misinterpretation

Experts highlight that Milton Friedman's famous inflation quote is often misinterpreted to imply any money growth leads to
inflation. The clarification notes sustained inflation requires faster money growth than output increase.

ZeroHedge

Technology

SpaceX Plans 'Starpipe’' Natural Gas Pipeline for Starship Rockets

SpaceX intends to build an eight-mile natural gas pipeline at its Starbase site to fuel a higher cadence of Starship
launches. The infrastructure project aims to reduce reliance on external supplies and support orbital Al data center
satellites.

Slashdot

Smart Home Industry Pushes Matter Standard Despite Adoption Gaps

The Connectivity Standards Alliance announced version 1.6 of the Matter spec to fix interoperability issues across
ecosystems. Major platforms like Apple and Google remain slow to adopt the standard despite industry optimism.

The Verge

Al Tools Shift Engineering Bottleneck to Product Thinking

The use of Al tools like Claude Code has shifted the software development bottleneck from coding to deciding what to
build. Companies are now prioritizing product thinkers who can work with customers and generate ideas over pure coding


https://www.zerohedge.com/food/trump-signs-regenerative-agriculture-order-boost-food-supply
https://www.zerohedge.com/economics/friedman-was-right-just-mostly-misquoted
https://science.slashdot.org/story/26/06/26/0037206/spacex-plans-to-build-starpipe-natural-gas-pipeline-to-fuel-starship-rockets?utm_source=rss1.0mainlinkanon&utm_medium=feed
https://www.theverge.com/tech/958008/matter-unify-conference-csa-apple-google-amazon-samsung-smart-home-interoperability

skills.

VentureBeat

Margaret Atwood Criticizes Al Reliance as 'Garbage In, Garbage Out’

Author Margaret Atwood expressed skepticism about Al technology after experiencing incorrect answers from a chatbot.
She emphasized the need for human judgment to verify Al outputs due to outdated training data.

The Verge

Al

Trump Administration Restores Access to Anthropic's Mythos Model

The US government relaxed restrictions on Anthropic's advanced Al model allowing over 100 organizations to access it.
This partial reinstatement marks a shift in policy following concerns about foreign national access.

Wired Al

End of briefing.


https://venturebeat.com/infrastructure/claude-code-turned-every-engineer-into-three-now-companies-need-more-product-thinkers
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/958715/margaret-atwood-ai-problem-garbage-in-garbage-out
https://www.wired.com/story/anthropic-restores-access-to-mythos/
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