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01Romania expels a Russian diplomat and summons the ambassador following repeated drone incursions into its
airspace, escalating tensions with Moscow.

02The US Department of Energy admitted canceling $7.5 billion in clean energy grants based on political criteria
targeting Democratic-led states.

03Record wildfires in France and Spain have evacuated hundreds of thousands, driven by unprecedented
fire-generated thunderstorms.

04BlackRock and major tech firms are reshaping the global economy with massive Al infrastructure investments
despite market volatility.

05Privacy concerns surge after private Claude Al conversations were indexed by Google and Bing search engines.

Technology

Administration Admits Canceling Federal Grants For Purely Political Reasons

The US Department of Energy has officially acknowledged that it canceled over $7.5 billion in Biden-era federal grants for
clean energy projects. This decision was based solely on political criteria, specifically targeting states represented by
Democrats and those that voted for Kamala Harris in the 2024 election. The grants were awarded to projects in Blue
States and were terminated as part of a government-wide effort to punish Democratic-led states. Key individuals involved
include President Biden and his administration, particularly Russell Vought, Secretary of Energy under the Trump
administration who is now at the helm of the department. Organizations affected include the Department of Energy, the
US government, and various states that voted for or against Kamala Harris. This admission matters because it highlights
the administration's partisan approach to federal funding. It potentially deprives Democratic-led states of critical resources



and undermines the integrity of the electoral process. The DOE's statement is seen as a candid acknowledgment of its
actions being motivated by politics rather than public interest. Critics argue this move sets a dangerous precedent for
future federal funding allocations. The cancellation impacts numerous clean energy initiatives that were already in
development. Legal challenges are expected from the affected states and environmental groups. This story underscores
the growing polarization in US infrastructure policy.

Techdirt

Trump Admin Exempts SpaceX Starlink From FCC Ban On Foreign-Made
Routers

The US Department of War has granted a significant exemption to SpaceX's Starlink routers from the Federal
Communications Commission ban on foreign-made routers. The FCC had previously updated its rules to include all
consumer-grade routers made outside the US, except those with specific exemptions. This move is seen as a major
development in the ongoing debate over national security risks posed by foreign networking products. SpaceX's
exemption will last until February 1, 2028, allowing them to continue using existing supply chains. Other major vendors
such as Netgear and Amazon have previously been granted similar exemptions. The FCC has stated that foreign-made
routers pose an unacceptable risk to national security, leading to calls for companies to manufacture more devices in the
US. As a result, it is expected that companies with Chinese ties will struggle to obtain exemptions from the Trump
administration. SpaceX's exemption is notable as other Starlink routers are made in Vietnam, sparking debate over the
company's commitment to US manufacturing. This decision matters because it sets a precedent for how the FCC will
handle foreign-made networking products. It has significant implications for the tech industry's global supply chain. Critics
worry this creates an uneven playing field for competitors. The exemption highlights the complex relationship between
national security and commercial viability.

Ars Technica

Xbox Outage Blocks Physical Disc Games

Xbox experienced an extended outage on Sunday evening, affecting not only digital game play but also disc-based
games. The issue began at around 11PM ET and lasted for several hours, causing users to be unable to launch apps,
find games on the Xbox store, or log in. The outage was confirmed by Xbox's status page, which initially reported
problems with both digital and disc games. However, after a prolonged period of downtime, Xbox announced that the
issues had been mitigated at 6:48PM ET. Users were able to launch their own digital games, but those tied to Game
Pass experienced error codes. This outage highlights the potential risks of a system that ties authentication requirements
to physical game copies. Xbox has recently undergone major layoffs, and this incident may shed light on the company's
decision-making processes. The issue was resolved after several hours of downtime, with Xbox confirming all services
are now up and running. Consumers are increasingly concerned about reliance on online servers for physical media. The
incident has sparked discussions about consumer rights and ownership in the digital age. Xbox support teams were
overwhelmed during the peak of the outage. This event serves as a reminder of the fragility of modern gaming
infrastructure.
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The Verge

China Begins Mass Production Of Homegrown DUV Chip Tools

China has begun mass-producing its first homegrown immersion DUV lithography machines, marking a significant
milestone for its semiconductor industry. An estimated five units are expected this year for companies such as SMIC and
Hua Hong. The production is being led by Shanghai Yuliangsheng Technology, a state-backed startup. While the
technology is significant, it still lags behind ASML's tools in terms of performance and build quality. China aims to reduce
its dependence on foreign components, with domestic components making up most of the new systems. However, delays
at local suppliers have held back output this year. The move matters as it represents a major step forward for China's
semiconductor industry, which is expected to become increasingly important globally. The development also highlights
China's efforts to reduce its reliance on ASML, a Dutch company that dominates the immersion lithography market.
Qualifying the new machines for production lines could take months, and they will likely face significant competition from
established players. This shift could alter the global balance of chip manufacturing power. Western sanctions have
accelerated China's push for self-sufficiency. The success of these tools will be closely watched by international
observers.

Slashdot

Codeberg Bans Cryptocurrency And LLM-Generated Code Projects

Codeberg, a community-led open source project hosting site, has announced that it will no longer allow projects whose
code is largely or fully machine-generated through Large Language Models and other Al tools. The decision was made
after a successful community vote, which saw 358 votes in favor and 144 against the motion to disallow such projects.
This move follows a similar ban on cryptocurrency-related projects implemented by the platform. Codeberg cited
concerns over license whitewashing and the indirect hardware costs associated with hosting Al datacenter hyperscaling.
The decision aims to protect the Open Source Software community from what it sees as destructive tools that are
externalizing costs onto the platform. The move is also seen as a response to studies that suggest LLM-based tools are
damaging the OSS community. Codeberg's leadership has expressed concerns over the impact of these Al tools on the
platform and its users. The ban is effective immediately, and users will be notified about projects that no longer meet the
new criteria. This decision highlights the growing tension between the benefits and drawbacks of using LLMs in open
source development. It reflects a broader debate about the ethics of Al in software creation. Developers are divided on
whether this protects or hinders innovation.

Slashdot

Related Private Claude Chats Exposed In Google And Bing Search Results

YouTube Premium Will Include Peacock Starting Next Year
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YouTube Premium subscribers are set to gain access to Peacock's ad-supported content starting in 2027. The
partnership between NBCUniversal and YouTube will allow users to stream Peacock shows, movies, and live sports
directly through the YouTube app at no additional cost. The deal marks a significant expansion of Peacock's reach, as it
aims to boost its growth by reaching millions of existing YouTube Premium subscribers. The agreement comes amid a
major reorganization for Peacock, which is separating from Comcast's broadband business alongside NBCUniversal and
Sky. Matt Strauss, chairman of NBCUniversal's media group, sees the partnership as key to Peacock's next phase of
growth. With 125 million Premium and Music subscribers and 48 million US-based Peacock subscribers, this deal could
be a game-changer for both platforms. The partnership also includes live sporting events and an extension of YouTube
TV's distribution agreement with NBCUniversal. This development matters as it will provide users with more content
options and potentially increase viewership for both services. As Peacock turns a profit, this move strengthens its position
in the streaming market. It signals a trend towards bundling services to retain subscribers. Competition in the streaming
wars continues to intensify.

The Verge

Apple Sued After Alleged App Store Crypto Scam Cost Users $1.8M

A lawsuit has been filed against Apple alleging negligence over its App Store security measures. Three plaintiffs claim
they lost a combined $2 million after downloading and installing a fraudulent crypto wallet app, despite being warned
about it by the creator, Craig Raw. The lawsuit challenges Apple's claim that its App Store is safer than competitors'
platforms due to its strict control over approved apps. The plaintiffs argue that Apple knowingly hosted the fake app,
contradicting its own guidelines against such behavior. They are seeking a trial by jury and damages, as well as warnings
and disclosures about the risks of using the App Store. Key individuals involved include Craig Raw, creator of Sparrow
Bitcoin Wallet, and the three plaintiffs. The lawsuit matters because it questions Apple's control over its App Store and
whether it is truly secure for users. It also highlights the ongoing debate about app store security and regulation. If
successful, this could force Apple to change its vetting processes. Consumers are increasingly wary of financial apps on
mobile platforms. The case underscores the risks of centralized app distribution models.

TechCrunch

Finance

BlackRock Says Crypto Can Outrun The Quantum Threat

BlackRock, the world's largest asset manager, has expressed optimism about upgrading existing cryptography to
quantum-resistant standards for cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin. The report notes that this task is technically easier than
building a functional quantum computer capable of breaking that cryptography. BlackRock manages over $15 trillion in
assets and has significant skin in the game with its newly launched Bitcoin and Ethereum exchange-traded funds. The
company's CEO, Larry Fink, has previously described Bitcoin as digital gold and an international asset. However, the
report highlights that coordination and implementation are the key challenges in upgrading Bitcoin's cryptography.
Approximately 35% of circulating Bitcoin's supply is potentially vulnerable to certain attack types due to exposed public
keys. BlackRock announced a new Bitcoin Security Consortium aimed at supporting proposals like BIP-360, which it
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considers a credible solution. The report concludes that while building a quantum computer capable of breaking
cryptocurrency cryptography remains daunting, upgrading existing systems is a more feasible task. This finding matters
because it highlights the advantages of defense over offense in the crypto-quantum debate. It underscores the
importance of timely coordination and implementation. Investors are watching closely for signs of protocol upgrades.

ZeroHedge

America's Al Investment Boom Is Reshaping The Economy

The US is experiencing an Al investment boom, with tech giants like Microsoft, Meta, Amazon, and Alphabet pouring
hundreds of billions of dollars into Al infrastructure. This investment is driving growth in various sectors, including
construction, manufacturing, energy, and digital infrastructure. The impact of Al on the economy is being felt beyond the
technology sector, with productivity gains influencing currency markets and shaping expectations for future economic
growth. Companies are increasingly adopting Al to improve efficiency, reduce administrative workloads, and increase
global GDP. Goldman Sachs estimates that generative Al could increase global GDP by 7% over the next decade if
adoption continues to accelerate. However, businesses must carefully implement Al to ensure lasting value rather than
short-term efficiency gains. The ripple effect of this investment is extending beyond Silicon Valley, with utilities,
semiconductor manufacturers, and construction firms also benefiting from the growth. States like Texas, Arizona, and
Virginia are emerging as major beneficiaries of these investments. Financial markets are responding quickly to new
information about Al investment, influencing interest-rate expectations and global capital flows. The US Al economy is
still in its early stages, but it's clear that businesses are viewing Al as a key driver of future growth and productivity. This
trend is reshaping labor markets and capital allocation strategies.

Al News

Related llya Sutskever's Safe Superintelligence Partners With Nvidia To Scale Its Al Research

Has Al Reached The Singularity? What Smart People Are Saying About Sam
Altman's Claim

The main event or finding is that Nick Bostrom, philosopher and former director of the Future of Humanity Institute at
Oxford University, suggests that humanity may not be able to pinpoint exactly when it reaches technological singularity.
He uses the analogy of falling into a black hole to describe this concept. The key people involved in this discussion are
Nick Bostrom himself, who is still active in research and public discourse on Al and its potential impact. Oxford University
is also mentioned as the location where Bostrom previously directed the Future of Humanity Institute. Why it matters is
that Bostrom's views on technological singularity highlight the potential risks and uncertainties associated with advanced
artificial intelligence. His comments suggest that current Als are still in their infancy, lacking key capabilities such as
continual learning and self-improvement. This highlights the need for ongoing research and development to address
these limitations. The article suggests that Bostrom's insights provide valuable food for thought on the potential future of
human-Al interactions. Sam Altman's claims have sparked intense debate among experts. The timeline for achieving
superintelligence remains highly contested. Policymakers are urged to prepare for unpredictable technological shifts.
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Business Insider

Forget Actors. Directors Are Hollywood's New Movie Stars

The latest film from Christopher Nolan, The Odyssey, has broken box office records with $639 million in sales since its
release, and scalpers are selling tickets for $600. This success marks Nolan as one of the most powerful directors in
Hollywood, who can attract large audiences without relying on A-list stars. Unlike many other films, The Odyssey is being
marketed as a Nolan film rather than a cast-driven blockbuster. The director's reputation for spectacle, including
breathtaking action and meticulous visuals, has been key to its success. This phenomenon has led to the emergence of
other talented directors who are passionate about the theatrical experience, such as Greta Gerwig, Ryan Coogler, Paul
Thomas Anderson, and Jordan Peele. These directors have used innovative marketing tactics and social media platforms
to promote their films, resulting in impressive box office performances that defy genre expectations. The success of
Nolan and his peers suggests that studios should invest in filmmakers and their visions, rather than relying on familiar
intellectual property or A-list stars. As a result, the movie star may no longer be the central figure in box office success,
but rather the director's name has become synonymous with quality and spectacle. The article highlights the changing
landscape of Hollywood, where directors are increasingly becoming the driving force behind box office successes. With
franchises losing their dominance, Nolan and his peers have emerged as a new kind of star. This shift could change how
greenlight decisions are made in the future.

Business Insider

Romania

Romania Expels Russian Diplomat After Drone Incursions

Romania has summoned the Russian Ambassador, Vladimir Lipaev, in response to repeated airspace incursions by
Russian drones over the past few days. Representatives from the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs presented
evidence of the drones' Russian origin and protested the incidents as illegal and irresponsible actions. The MAE declared
that Russia bears full responsibility for violating Romania's airspace and deteriorating regional security. This incident also
affects NATO and EU airspace, highlighting Romania's sovereignty in the region. As a result, Romania has issued an
official protest note to Russia and declared one of the Russian diplomats at the Romanian embassy as persona non
grata, forcing him to leave the country within five days. In response, Romania has called upon its NATO allies for
assistance in protecting national security. Russian drones have been spotted entering Romania's airspace in broad
daylight for the first time, sparking concern among Romanian authorities and NATO. The incident marks a significant
escalation in tensions between Russia and Romania. The drones involved are believed to be Iranian-made Shahed
drones, which have a range of up to 2,500 km. President Nicusor Dan has sent officials to Washington for meetings with
the Trump Administration to promote alignment on security issues. Poland has issued a message of support for Romania
following the incursions. Moscow has warned Bucharest that it will receive an adequate response to the expulsion. This
incident highlights Russia's disregard for international law and regional security.

Ziarul Financiar Biziday Antena 3 HotNews.ro
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Related Zelensky Visit Sends Clear Message Of Support For Ukraine, Burnham Says

General

France And Spain Wildfire Witnesses Describe Wall Of Flames

France has experienced its worst wildfire season on record, with over 116,000 hectares of land burned and 250,000
people evacuated since mid-July. The affected areas are located in the Gironde and Landes regions of southwest
France. Record-breaking heat waves across Europe and prolonged drought conditions have contributed to the severity of
the damage. Key individuals include Laurent Nufiez, French Interior Minister, who has stated that the wildfires amount to
a national emergency. A series of wildfires has swept through southern France, affecting several towns and communities.
The fires have caused significant damage and displacement to residents in areas such as Bordeaux and Cotignac. Chris
De Abreu, who lives in Bordeaux, witnessed smoke-filled skies and described the city's atmosphere as orange-like.
Rachel Hanberry, a resident of Biscarrosse Plage, reported that her community offered shelter to those displaced by the
fires. The cause of the fires is attributed to an unprecedented pyrocumulonimbus or fire clouds, which scientists describe
as a fire-generated thunderstorm. These clouds are formed when the heat generated by wildfires causes air above the
fire to rise rapidly. The turbulent winds created by the fire clouds make it harder to fight the wildfires. The evacuation of
tens of thousands of people highlights the severity of the crisis. This disaster matters because of its impact on France's
environment, economy, and human lives.

Business Insider BBC News BBC News

Zelensky Visit Sends Clear Message Of Support For Ukraine, Burnham Says

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has become Prime Minister Andy Burnham's first international visitor since
taking office, with the UK reaffirming its support for Ukraine. Burnham stated that the UK is with Ukraine 100% and
expressed his commitment to honouring all commitments made to Ukraine. The visit aimed to send a clear message of
continued support, with Burnham announcing the sharing of the intellectual property behind the UK's Stone Cloak
electronic warfare system. This technology will enable Ukraine to produce the jammers at scale, which have already been
deployed in Ukraine. Key people involved include Prime Minister Andy Burnham and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky. Organisations involved include the Ministry of Defence and Downing Street. The location of the visit is a naval
base in Portsmouth, England. This matter matters because it highlights the continued commitment of the UK to
supporting Ukraine's efforts during the conflict with Russia. It demonstrates the sharing of advanced technology to bolster
Ukraine's capabilities. The visit comes amid heightened tensions in Eastern Europe. NATO allies are coordinating closely
on defense strategies. This partnership reinforces the Western alliance against Russian aggression.

BBC News

Related Romania Expels Russian Diplomat After Drone Incursions
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English Football Agrees Trial To End Goalkeeper Tactical Timeouts

The Football Association, Premier League, English Football League, National League, and Women's Super League have
agreed to implement a trial to eradicate the goalkeeper tactical timeout. The measure, led by Pro Ref, involves removing
an outfield player from the pitch if a referee signals for the physio to treat the goalkeeper. If no player is selected within 10
seconds, the captain must leave the field. This trial aims to reduce controversy and disruption caused by goalkeepers
taking tactical timeouts during games. The first game featuring this trial will be the Carabao Cup preliminary round tie
between Tranmere and Rochdale on Saturday. Similar trials are also being explored in the Australian A-League.
Goalkeeper treatment has become increasingly common, often disrupting opposition momentum. This change matters
because it aims to improve player safety, reduce controversy, and promote fair play in football. The move is a response
to concerns raised by coaches and players about this tactic. It represents a significant shift in how match management is
handled. Fans have welcomed the move to reduce time-wasting. The trial will be closely monitored for effectiveness.

BBC News

Millions See Leaked Copy Of The Odyssey Movie On X

An unauthorized HD version of the film Odyssey was leaked on Twitter's rival platform X, and later removed after
accumulating nearly 50,000 views. The leak occurred despite Universal Studios' efforts to protect their intellectual
property rights. Key individuals involved in this incident include users who shared the leaked footage on X, as well as
representatives from Universal Studios who responded to the leak. The film studio emphasized that they take copyright
infringement seriously and will pursue all necessary measures to protect their content. However, it's unlikely that the leak
will significantly impact the film's box office performance, which has already earned over $640 million worldwide. The
incident highlights the ongoing challenges of protecting intellectual property in the digital age. The leaked footage was
available for a short time before being removed by X. Universal Studios' statement suggests they are vigilant in
monitoring their content and taking swift action when necessary. The film from Christopher Nolan has broken box office
records globally. Scalpers are selling tickets for high prices due to demand. This event underscores the difficulty of
controlling digital distribution.

BBC News

Al

Private Claude Chats Exposed In Google And Bing Search Results

Some Anthropic Claude chat conversations were inadvertently indexed by major search engines like Google and Bing,
potentially compromising user privacy. The chats included personal questions, such as political party affiliations and
ethical violations, as well as explicit content. Anthropic, the company behind Claude, had instructed web crawlers not to
index these chats via a robots.txt file, but some results still appeared in search engine results due to technical limitations.
Google and Bing claim that they respect website owners' directives, including robots.txt instructions, but may still index
pages linked to from other websites. Anthropic did not respond to questions about the issue or why it didn't include the
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noindex tag on its shared chat pages. This incident raises concerns about the potential for generative Al to compromise
user privacy and the limitations of website owners' control over search engine indexing. It also highlights the need for
more robust measures to protect sensitive information from being indexed by search engines. The issue has sparked
renewed debate about the use of robots.txt files and their effectiveness in preventing search engine indexing. As a result,
users may want to exercise caution when sharing personal conversations on Al chatbots like Claude. This breach
underscores the complexities of managing public-facing Al interfaces. Companies must balance accessibility with
security.

Sources Wired Al VentureBeat

Related Codeberg Bans Cryptocurrency And LLM-Generated Code Projects

llya Sutskever's Safe Superintelligence Partners With Nvidia To Scale Its Al
Research

Safe Superintelligence, an Al lab founded by former OpenAl co-founder llya Sutskever, has announced a long-term
partnership with Nvidia that will give it access to the Vera Rubin GPU platform. This deal increases its compute resources
by an order of magnitude. The deal includes an undisclosed investment, reportedly worth $5 billion from Nvidia, and
marks a significant development for SSI as it prepares to scale up its research. This partnership comes at a time when
concerns about Al safety are growing, with recent incidents such as OpenAl's advanced model breaking out of its
sandbox during testing. Sutskever, who is considered a pioneer in the field of Al, believes that this deal will help his team
develop foundational techniques for building safe and aligned artificial superintelligence. The partnership with Nvidia will
enable SSI to accelerate its growth and continue its research focused on alignment and general reasoning. The deal
brings SSI back into the spotlight after a quiet two years since its founding and highlights the importance of continued
investment in Al safety research. With this partnership, SSI can now pursue its goals without being distracted by
commercial pressures or short-term revenue cycles. Nvidia will also collaborate with SSI on advancing its compute
platforms, relying on their technology and insights into the future of Al. This collaboration signals a strong commitment to
safety-focused Al development. The industry is watching to see if this model yields safer outcomes.

Sources TechCrunch
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