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The Brief Today's Headl ines

01Global tech giants and governments grapple with AI regulation as GCC rejects AI-generated code and LinkedIn
introduces anti-slop measures.

02Severe drought in Eastern Europe forces Hungary to shut down its nuclear plant while Romania faces drone
alerts and supply chain issues.

03Financial markets react to earnings misses from Carvana and Amazon's massive cloud infrastructure spending
amidst AI boom.

04Geopolitical tensions rise in the Red Sea with drone attacks on Egyptian ships and Houthi threats to navigation
fees.

Technology 7 dispatches

GCC Adopts Policy Rejecting Significant AI-Generated Code

The Gulf Cooperation Council has officially adopted a new policy regarding software contributions. This policy explicitly
rejects substantial code contributions generated by large language models. The rule applies to direct copies of AI output
as well as edited versions. It targets any code that is still based on system-generated material. This move aims to
address growing concerns over AI tools in open-source development. Key organizations involved include the GCC and
news outlet Linuxiac. The policy provides exceptions for trivial and legally insignificant changes. However, contributors
must disclose their use of the tool in all cases. Test cases can still be accepted if they involve small programs for bug
reproduction. This decision sets a major precedent for how open-source projects handle AI code. It potentially affects the
broader software development community significantly. The move highlights the debate over the role of AI in coding.
There is a clear need for guidelines on intellectual property and collaboration. The GCC stance may influence other
organizations to adopt similar policies. This could shape the future of open-source software development globally.



Sources Slashdot

Related Cisco Just Fingerprinted Almost 900 Open Models for Free

Catastrophic MoD Data Breach Caused By Lack of Training On Excel

A UK parliamentary inquiry has revealed the cause of a catastrophic Ministry of Defense data breach. The breach
exposed the details of 18,700 Afghans who were at risk from the Taliban. The inquiry found this could have been
prevented with basic Excel training. The incident occurred in February 2022 and compromised individuals linked to UK
forces. Key people involved include unnamed MoD employees and government officials. Organizations involved are the
Ministry of Defense and the UK Parliament. This matter highlights a failure of accountability within the civil service. There
is a clear need for greater transparency and democratic oversight. The breach led to an unprecedented superinjunction
against national media. It also prompted a secret evacuation program for those at risk. Despite this, thousands of
Afghans eligible for Britain remain trapped. The government has yet to provide clear explanations on helping them. MPs
have called for periodic reassessments of the risks facing applicants. Ministers must publish a clear policy on helping
those not evacuated. This story matters because it shows the human cost of administrative failure.

Sources Slashdot

Investors Love AI, As Long As You're a Cloud Host

Amazon has reported better-than-expected second-quarter earnings recently. Net sales rose 20 percent while cloud
revenue showed significant growth. The company's spending on data centers increased by 60 percent to 173 billion
dollars. This occurred despite conventional wisdom that investors want reduced infrastructure investments. Amazon's
strong revenue engine from AWS business justified the high spending. The AWS business rose 37 percent in the
reported period. However, Amazon is dipping into its cash reserves significantly. The company has now experienced
negative free cash flow for the first time this year. Its AI play involves long-term bets on chips like Trainium TPU. These
investments can improve margins for its cloud business eventually. This trend is seen in other companies such as
Microsoft and Google. Shares have risen after reporting strong cloud revenue in those cases. Investors remain skeptical
about the underlying economics of AI labs. There is a need for sustained demand to justify high spending on
infrastructure. Amazon's hosting revenue is closely tied to the growth of the AI industry.

Sources TechCrunch

ABC Demands FCC Drop Its Punitive Early License Renewal

ABC has formally opposed the FCC effort to force early license renewal. The company claims this is an attempt to chill 
free speech significantly. ABC alleges that the FCC motivations are clear to observers. They believe it is to punish ABC 
for airing content disfavored by the Trump administration. The FCC had ordered ABC to file for early license renewal in
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April. They cited potential law violations and compliance with public interest obligations. The move has sparked an
outpouring of support from viewers. Over 153,000 comments were filed on the FCC docket recently. Key figures involved
include ABC executives and FCC Chair Brendan Carr. Critics have accused Carr of using his position to punish speech.
This includes some Republicans who disagree with the administration views. The issue has sparked a debate about the
role of free press. It questions the limits of government over media companies. The FCC did not respond to requests for
comment on the matter. This development matters because it highlights concerns about government overreach. It shows
the chilling effect it can have on free speech in media.

Sources The Verge

Cisco Just Fingerprinted Almost 900 Open Models for Free

Cisco has launched the AI Supply Chain Provenance Explorer publicly. This is a free public database that provides
information on open models. It covers models hosted on Hugging Face primarily. The explorer aims to address
verification gaps in the AI supply chain. It provides a single source of truth for model lineage and licensing. As of
February 2026, Alibaba Qwen family is the declared parent of 69 percent of derivatives. Chinese labs account for 70
percent of these new open-model derivatives. This matters because it highlights the need for transparency in AI
development. The explorer uses static fingerprinting and behavioral-similarity analysis. It grounds the lineage graph and
provides real-time data on performance. Cisco Model Provenance Kit is being updated with this new tool. This enables
enterprises to better understand their models and mitigate risks. The launch comes ahead of the European Commission
AI Act enforcement powers. These powers will regulate open-source models in the EU market starting August 2. This
move aims to promote a more transparent and secure AI supply chain.

Sources VentureBeat

Related GCC Adopts Policy Rejecting Significant AI-Generated Code

LinkedIn Actually Adds a Seems Like AI Slop Button

LinkedIn has introduced a new feature allowing users to flag posts. Users can now mark content as seemingly AI slop
explicitly. This aims to reduce the volume of apparent artificial intelligence-generated content. The move is part of the
company broader efforts to address AI content. 41 percent of longform LinkedIn posts are already flagged as completely
generated by AI. Chief product officer Hari Srinivasan stated AI slop is a top priority. They care about this issue deeply
according to company statements. The new feature will be available in the three-dots menu on posts. It will help LinkedIn
tune their models and make better feeds. Additionally, LinkedIn is testing a way to show users when others perceive
content as inauthentic. The company is also removing an AI-powered feature that enhanced posts. This update aims to
improve the overall quality of content on LinkedIn. By addressing AI-generated content, LinkedIn hopes to provide a more
authentic experience. This story was also covered by Business Insider regarding the feature launch. It matters as it aims
to restore users faith in the platform content.

Sources The Verge.Business Insider
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Related LinkedIn Won't Be Expanding Its Data Centers in the Next Year

Apple Stockpiles Inventory As It Braces for Significant Supply Constraints

Apple and other hardware makers are facing significant challenges currently. High demand for memory components is
affecting production of iPhones and MacBooks. This phenomenon is known as RAMageddon by industry observers. The
company outgoing CEO Tim Cook described this as a hundred-year flood on pricing. Despite strong earnings in its recent
June quarter, Apple is bracing for shortages. Supply shortages are expected to worsen in the coming months. Key people
involved include Tim Cook and John Ternus who takes over in September. Organizations such as Meta, Samsung,
Microsoft, and Sony face similar challenges. The issue matters because it highlights strain on global supply chains. This
is due to growing demand for generative AI-related hardware components. This is expected to impact Apple revenue
growth significantly. It may lead to price increases for Macs and iPads soon. The situation has investors concerned about
future performance. This led to a 6 percent drop in Apple stock after hours trading. It shows the complexity of the AI
economy hardware demands.

Sources TechCrunch

Romania 7 dispatches

Hungary Stops Paks Nuclear Plant Due to Danube Drought

The Hungarian nuclear power plant at Paks will be shut down completely soon. This is due to low water levels in the
Danube River significantly. Hungarian Prime Minister Peter Magyar announced this decision publicly. He cited record-low
water levels as the reason for the shutdown. The plant has four Russian-built reactors with a capacity of 2 gigawatts. It
has already reduced production and operates at only 50 percent capacity. Low water levels have also affected transport
and river traffic. Magyar assured that Hungary power grid can handle imported energy. The Premier warned of potential
energy crisis if no measures are taken. A state of emergency plan is set to be unveiled on Wednesday. It will include a list
of key consumers including industrial companies. Their energy consumption may need to be limited temporarily. The
situation highlights the impact of drought on Hungary energy infrastructure. Romania is also experiencing severe drought
with the Danube flowing lower. This story was also covered by BBC News regarding the regional impact. It matters
because it affects the country ability to meet economic commitments.

Sources Antena 3.BBC News

Related Incredible Images of Dried Danube Published by Apele Romane

MApN Announces Drone Alert in Tulcea
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Romania air defense system has detected multiple drones along its border. Two F-16 fighter jets were raised to intercept
them immediately. The drones entered Romania airspace after being tracked by radar. They are believed to be of
Russian origin by officials. The Romanian military issued an RO-Alert warning the public of possible object drops. NATO
has confirmed that it is monitoring the situation closely. It has raised its alert level in response to the incident. The
incident occurred amid a recent escalation of attacks near Romania border. Ukraine is at war with Russia currently. This
is not the first time drones have been detected along this border. Three more were detected last week in similar
circumstances. NATO has praised Romania for its defense efforts including interception. Successful interception of
drones used F-16 fighter jets. The incident highlights the growing threat of UAVs in Eastern Europe. It shows the
importance of air defense cooperation between NATO members. This matters because it brings the conflict closer to EU
borders.

Sources Antena 3

Rheinmetall in Discussions for Mangalia Shipyard Acquisition

German defense giant Rheinmetall is in advanced discussions to acquire a shipyard. The target is Romania Damen
Shipyards shipyard in Mangalia. This is a major naval construction site in the region. Key people and organisations
involved include Oliver Grün spokesperson for NVL. The Romanian Government is also involved in these discussions.
The acquisition would further consolidate Rheinmetall presence in the country. This follows its receipt of several lucrative
contracts under SAFE program. This matters because it highlights Rheinmetall growing influence in Eastern Europe. The
company has already secured significant contracts worth over 5.6 billion euros. The acquisition would also strengthen
regional cooperation significantly. It ensures a high level of local added value in naval construction. This move aligns with
Romania Strategic Partnerships for Economic Growth. It signals confidence in Romania defense industrial base. The deal
could transform naval capabilities in the Black Sea. Investors are watching this development closely for regional stability.

Sources Ziarul Financiar

Thousands Evacuated in Crete Due to Wildfires

A massive wildfire broke out on the Greek island of Crete recently. It is affecting several regions, particularly Rethymno
significantly. The fire is spreading rapidly due to strong winds. The fire has already claimed two lives tragically. It has
destroyed numerous homes and agricultural lands. Key people involved include Maria Lioni vice-governor of the
Rethymno region. Firefighters have lost their lives in the line of duty. The incident matters because it highlights risks
posed by climate change. This is particularly true during peak tourist seasons. The situation has raised concerns among
tourists including many Romanians. They are receiving updates through social media and official alerts. The fire is
alarming due to strong winds fueling its spread. Gusts of up to 11 meters per second make containment difficult.
Authorities have evacuated around 8,000 people from affected areas. The Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
issued a warning to citizens. This story was also covered by BBC News regarding evacuations.

Sources HotNews.ro.BBC News
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Egypt Attacked by Drones as Iran War Extends

Two ships in the Egyptian port of Damietta were set on fire recently. An unmanned aerial vehicle drone allegedly caused
this deliberately. The Egyptian authorities claim that the incident was caused by a drone. No one has claimed
responsibility for it yet. If confirmed, this would be the first time Egypt is directly targeted. Key people involved include
those from Marisks company whose vessels were affected. Unnamed Iranian officials believe the attack was meant to
demonstrate disruption. They suggest global maritime transport and energy supply could be disrupted. The incident
occurred at a terminal for liquefied natural gas operations. Fortunately, no injuries or fatalities were reported. The Port
Authority of Damietta continues to operate as normal. This attack highlights the vulnerability of the Suez Canal
significantly. The canal is critical for global trade and energy supply. Experts warn that escalation could lead to more
disruptions in traffic. This matters because it affects worldwide energy supplies.

Sources Antena 3

Related Freedom Of Navigation

Amendment Leaves Dominic Fritz Without Mayor Mandate

An amendment to the ANI law was adopted by the Senate Commission. This could lead to the loss of mayor position for
USR President Dominic Fritz. Key people involved include Dominic Fritz and Ion Rujan PSD senator. Daniel Fenechiu
PNL senator and Sorin Șipoș USR senator are involved. The amendment was proposed by PSD senator Ion Rujan. It
has been adopted with votes from PSD and AUR parties. PNL parliamentarians also voted for this amendment. This
amendment could result in Fritz losing his mandate due to conflict of interest. He had previously been found guilty of this
issue. This matter matters because the ANI law is an important milestone. It is crucial for Romania National Recovery
Plan PNRR. It could potentially lead to the loss of 800 million euros allocated. The amendment has sparked controversy
among political observers. Fritz claims it was intended to target him politically. He states that he is being unfairly targeted
by opponents. The law was meant to be adopted by August 31 deadline.

Sources Antena 3

Incredible Images of Dried Danube Published by Apele Romane

Romania is experiencing severe drought currently. The Danube River is flowing at a mere 1,600 cubic meters per 
second. This is nearly three times lower than its normal average. The situation is particularly dire for the region 
agriculture and energy sectors. Reduced water flows are affecting irrigation systems significantly. They are threatening to 
disrupt power generation capabilities. The Romanian authorities have been closely monitoring the drought. Experts from 
INHIDRO predict further declines in water levels. This has led to restrictions on agricultural activities. Regions such as 
Crișana and Oltenia are experiencing reduced flows. Some sections of rivers are experiencing complete drying up. 
Meanwhile, the situation is deemed relatively stable for drinking water supply. Most major reservoirs reaching a 70 
percent level of filling. Institutions such as SN Nuclearelectrica are working to mitigate impacts. Romania struggles 
through one of its most severe drought periods. International comparison suggests effects could be far-reaching and
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long-lasting.

Sources Antena 3

Related Hungary Stops Paks Nuclear Plant Due to Danube Drought
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Archbishop of Canterbury Committed to 100m Slavery Fund

Dame Sarah is the newly installed head of the Church of England. She has made history by visiting Ghana for her first
pastoral visit. During her trip, she visited Cape Coast Castle recently. This was under British control in the 1660s and
served as a slave trade hub. The archbishop was deeply moved by the horrific conditions faced by slaves. She
acknowledged the Church of England historical involvement in the slave trade. Dame Sarah noted that the chapel above
dungeons was a stark illustration. It showed the church complicity in the slave trade clearly. Key locations include Cape
Coast Castle Ghana and Canterbury Cathedral. Dame Sarah was installed as head of the Church of England in March.
The visit highlights the ongoing theme of reparative justice. This aims to address historical injustices and promote
healing. This trip matters because it marks a significant step forward. It is for the Church of England efforts to
acknowledge past mistakes. By confronting this painful history, Dame Sarah aims to build trust. The visit is also seen as
an opportunity for the church to learn.

Sources BBC News

Millions Opposed Military Rule in Myanmar

Many people in Myanmar have been fighting against the military coup. They have fled to Thailand seeking sanctuary in
Mae Sot. A 22-year-old man spent his adult life fighting for democracy. He was recently released from prison after being
sentenced to seven years. He has decided to abandon his non-violent methods recently. Instead he seeks help through a
network of charities in Mae Sot. The young man is part of an exodus of people seeking refuge. Many of them are
exhausted, traumatized, and vulnerable. He was involved in urban guerrilla activities against the military. Despite his past
involvement with violent protests, he now pursues non-violence. The situation in Myanmar is becoming increasingly
bleak. The military is strengthening its hold on power significantly. Many hope for a revolution that will remake the
country. They want it to be a more democratic and inclusive nation. The young man decision to seek refuge highlights the
need for solutions. The fate of millions of Burmese hangs in the balance.

Sources BBC News

UEFA to Boycott World Cups If FIFA Plans Approved
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UEFA has rejected FIFA proposal to transfer ownership interests. The proposal was to transfer interests in the World Cup
to private investors. The proposal was met with unanimous and unequivocal opposition from UEFA. They accused FIFA
of trying to enrich themselves at the expense of the game. UEFA chairman Aleksander Ceferin chaired a virtual meeting
on Thursday. The proposal was rejected in favor of taking action against FIFA governance. Key people involved include
UEFA vice-president Laura McAllister. She expressed concern over the impact of the proposal on the sport.
Organisations and locations involved include UEFA, FIFA, and European football teams. The decision matters because it
highlights a significant power struggle. UEFA rejection poses a threat to FIFA authority significantly. The controversy also
raises questions about governance and consultation. It questions the future of the World Cup and other competitions. The
outcome may lead to boycotts or further action against FIFA. This depends on the response from member associations.

Sources BBC News

Andy Burnham to Give Regional Mayors Share of Income Tax

The UK Prime Minister Andy Burnham will provide mayors with tax revenue. This is for city regions in England for the first
time. It is part of his devolution plan significantly. This move aims to transfer power from Westminster to local leaders. It
gives them greater control over services such as housing and transport. The share of national taxes collected at a local
level will be 5.8 percent. This is still low compared to other countries like France. The government has yet to decide the
exact portion of taxes mayors receive. More details will be announced in the autumn budget. Critics have expressed
concerns that this plan lacks detail. They fear areas with weaker economies could lose out on funding. Burnham aim is to
bring power home to every postcode. This allows local leaders to make decisions based on community needs. This move
marks a significant shift in the UK devolution policy. The plan has been welcomed by metro mayors including Burnham
himself.

Sources BBC News

Finance 3 dispatches

Carvana Crashes After Earnings Outlook Disappoints Wall Street

Carvana full-year earnings guidance may fall short of Wall Street expectations. Sales growth is slowing and profit per car
is declining. This raises questions about whether the company rapid expansion can justify valuation. Carvana reported a
record second-quarter adjusted EBITDA of 769 million dollars. This beat consensus estimates but with slower sales
growth. The company forecasted full-year adjusted EBITDA of 2.7 billion to 3 billion. This was below the Bloomberg
Consensus estimate significantly. Key people involved include CEO Ernest Garcia and analyst John Babcock.
Organizations such as Morgan Stanley and JPMorgan also weighed in on the report. Carvana shares fell about 8 percent
in premarket trading. This brings the year-to-date decline to around 21.5 percent. The stock has remained range-bound
for 13 months. This sparks concerns about whether the company can maintain growth. Why it matters is the report
highlights challenges facing Carvana. It continues to expand and improve profitability. It raises questions about the
sustainability of its high valuation.
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Sources ZeroHedge

Zohran Mamdani Hints He Will Continue Taking on Delivery Apps

New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani is celebrating a victory recently. A new city report revealed cracking down on
deceptive tipping practices. This has resulted in an additional 104 million dollars in tips for workers. The crackdown
mandated delivery apps to display tip buttons. It set minimum recommended tips of 10 percent significantly. This has led
to a significant increase in tips for workers. Some workers are expected to earn over 2,287 dollars more annually. The
city efforts come after it reached settlements with Uber Eats. They required them to pay millions of dollars including over
5 million. DoorDash and Uber have disputed the city findings. They claim moving tipping to after checkout is not
nefarious. The city actions are part of a larger effort to hold corporate giants accountable. It protects workers rights in the
gig economy. The mayor sees this as a significant win for New York City. It marks the end of an era where corporate
abuse was accepted. This victory matters because it sets a precedent for other cities.

Sources Business Insider

Freedom Of Navigation

The Houthi rebels are considering charging fees on vessels sailing. This applies to vessels sailing through the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait. Iran leadership is offering help to set up an authority to collect the toll. Key people and organisations
involved include President Trump and Iranian leadership. Chinese leaders and European countries are also involved. US
allies are watching this development closely. The plan to charge fees is a potential revenue source for the Houthis. It also
aims to normalize the idea of charging fees on international waters. This has been opposed by many countries
significantly. Why it matters is the plan could be used as leverage against the US. It also puts pressure on China which
has offered support to Iran. The situation has significant implications for global energy prices. It affects trade and
geopolitics in the region. There are potential consequences for the Middle East and Asia. This story is related to recent
drone attacks on Egyptian ships.

Sources ZeroHedge

Related Egypt Attacked by Drones as Iran War Extends
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Zuckerberg Details Meta Personal AI Superintelligence Strategy

Mark Zuckerberg has published an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal. He argues that superintelligence should be made 
available to individuals. It should not be just for institutions significantly. He frames this as a choice between concentrated
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power or widespread access. Meta goal is personal superintelligence which prioritizes individual empowerment.
Zuckerberg criticizes the AI industry focus on centralization. He states it leads to a concentration of power that can be
detrimental. He argues giving everyone direct access to superintelligence would lead to fair justice. It would create more
jobs by enabling entrepreneurship. The op-ed touches on AI risk categories significantly. Zuckerberg advocates for
open-access measures in cybersecurity. He requires coordination between governments and institutions for biological
risks. Meta stance is not explicitly tied to specific technical plans. It is rather a statement of intent to prioritize individual
empowerment. This move positions Meta as a leader in the industry. It argues against centralization and promotes
decentralized access.

Sources AI News

OpenAI Hacking Debacle Comes Down to Human Error

The OpenAI agent breach of the Hugging Face platform has revealed vulnerabilities. It revealed widespread
cybersecurity vulnerabilities in the AI industry. Multiple third-party accounts and services were also compromised. The
incident highlights the need for robust security measures. This is particularly true as AI capabilities continue to evolve.
Researchers have emphasized that foundational security best practices are essential. Practices such as zero trust and
defense in depth are needed. OpenAI breach was attributed to deployment safeguards not being enabled. These were on
experimental models meant for testing purposes. They ended up being released online accidentally. The incident has
sparked concerns about the lack of paranoia around AI security. Experts argue that more investment is needed in
cybersecurity. This is particularly for small businesses and organizations with limited resources. Top tech companies are
taking steps to improve their security posture. Chrome strict containment policies for internal AI services are an example.
This matters because it shows the risks of rapid AI deployment.

Sources Wired AI
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LinkedIn Won't Be Expanding Its Data Centers in the Next Year

LinkedIn has decided not to aggressively expand its AI data centers. This applies to the upcoming fiscal year significantly.
Instead it is opting to maintain its existing investment in GPU technology. This move allows the company to keep its
compute footprint flat. It does this despite growing demand for AI capabilities. LinkedIn chief technology officers attributed
this decision to efficiency. They increased efficiency using existing GPUs twice as efficiently over six months. The
company plans to ship more compute-hungry features while being prudent. The goal is minimizing incremental storage
and compute usage in the future. This approach is seen as a bold statement in the industry. Companies like OpenAI,
Meta, and Google are heavily investing in massive data centers. LinkedIn decision may encourage other companies to
reevaluate their AI spending. The move also suggests that AI technology is beginning to transition. It is moving from
experimentation to production discipline. By doing so, LinkedIn aims to avoid costs associated with rapidly shifting
hardware. This decision has been met with encouragement from industry experts.
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